. 
OR, 


THE FIGVRE-CASTER. 


Rather the Arraignment of Artlefſe Aſtrologers, and Fortune-tellers, 
chat cheat many ignorant peeplevnder the pretence of foretelling things to 
come, of tellmg things that are paſt, PR things that are loſt ye x. 


pounding Dreames, calculating Deaths and Natinitjes, 


once a7a1me b- ought to the Barre, 


ByTlohn Melton, 
Cicero, Strltorum plena ſunt omnia. 


WMV 100, 
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Imprinted at London by Barnard 4lſop,tor Edward Blackmore,and arc 
to be fold in Paules Churchyard,at the Signe ofthe 
, Blaxmmg-Starre, 1620, 
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THE DEBARE GIVER 


and preferuer of my Lite and Being, my very lo. 
uing Farther, Maſter Euan 2eltow,your moſt Dutiſul! 
| Sowne, lobn Mclton, faithfully and freely offers 
on thealtar of my purelt affeCion, 
this Sacrifice of my Duty and 
dedience, 


ae He Mifterious Egyptians when they could not 
%\ elegantly with their Penſels deſcribe the true 
| condition,or Naturegither of Timerous,Terri- 
E) ble,milder fearefuli man,would excellently with 
their Penſils in liuely cullorslimbe forth ona T a: 
ble the ful ſhape &: portraiture of a Hart «Lyon, Lamb,or Hare. 
S 01 thouzh not ſo Hyerogliphicall as they, ſeeing 1 cannot ex- 
preſſe my duty toyou with my Tongue ſtriue topaint it forth in 
ths Booke which is one Embleme both of my Loue, and Labox of 
my loue in preſenting it to you,of my labor in pening it for you. 
For God ſels nothing to Man without the price of lobonur, And 
howſoener the purblinde Ignorant that only ſee with theirCor- 
poral & not Intelleftuall eies may ſurmiſe,yet Art i the fellow of 
{weat andlabour and the Muſes haue no other Temples to dwell 
in but findious and laborious boſomes. Sloth and Riches neuer 
beeat Art, but pouerty and Induſtry. Mony buyes Houſes and 
Lands,but Study the Sciences: And deere Sir,toyou that alwates 
loued Art I hope nothing can come more pleaſing then a Booke 
(which is the child of Art) for Bookes that Menerva-like, are 
alwayes borne without 'a Mother are the forward Infants that 
ſpeake for their fathers as ſoone as they are born:They are dumb 
Orators, who though they want both Tongue and Sence yet are 


the faitbfulleſt ſpeakers. They are the witneſſes of Time the 
A 2 lights 
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: The Epiſtle Dedicatory.. 


—_— 


| lightsof Truth, the life of Memory,that make preſenttimes 


[peake with the paſt, and both paſt and preſent of our owne, 
The world it [elfe ts a Book conſiſting of fonre. leaues : Fire, 
Aire, Earth au4 water, whoſe letters are Stars, Birds, Beafts 
aud Fiſhts: Ani( Man that is the Epitome and Abſtract of the 
1:rld)ts a Book con{ifting of two leauts;Soule and Body : whoſe 
Letters are his good and bad Afﬀections.But 1 nill [ay uo more 
in the copies of Books, beeauſe they can ſtrongly deſend 
and truly commend themſcluts: 4s for my Booke, rather your 


Booke, although it haut not that Life,Soule, Spirit Quimteſſence, 


&-Elixarof wit that quickens others,yet the old ſaying helps me, 
Nullum eſſe librum tam malum vnde aliquid 
Boni diſcerperenon poſhs. 
Receine it then deare ſir y1ot as mine, but your owne, and bow- 


ſoener you may efteeme of it, yet 1 will remaine 


Yew dutifull and cuer louing Senne , 
| | John Melrey, 


From my Chamber 
Juncthe 10. 1620. % 
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_ ASymbole made 9i,the Name ofhis very louing 
Fatber,Mafter Euan Mel ton, 
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To his witty and ingenions friend Maſter 
lohn Melton: 


cannot chuſe but laugh to thinke how all 

The broode of Figure-caſting-knaues will braule 
\When they by chance or rather miſchance looke 
Vpon thetitle of thy well writ booke: 
Which in a True-borne-ſtraine cf wit diſplayes, 
Their groſe abuſes and how many wayes, 
They cheat old women,men,and tmaids,and ſuch 
That build vpon their Artand donot gruch 
To giue them mony tob ce cheated when, 
They loſe things that no Art can finde agen... - 

| But nowT hope they will bewiſer ſince _ 

Thy Pen bath truly blazd their Impudence, 
And when they loſe gold rather then beſtow 
More on a Knaue; tolet the firſt gold goe. 
For 1t1s meere improutdence tocare, 4 
For things drownd in the Ocean of deſpaire. 
Therefore if all beleeving fooles could finde 
Ltke thee,their pollitike tricks wherewith they blinde, 
Their cafie Natures; they,would then proclame, 
All Figure-ſellers,Knanes and ſharpely blame 
Themlelues for being guld, andneuer more | 
Whatere they loſe,frequent them as before. 
Then would all /\rtlefſe Empericks forſake. 
Cheating and Rudy lying Almanacks, | 


Tohn Maſlin, 2after of Art and ſometime 
> Student of Trinity Colledge in Cam- 
| bridge, | 
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Tohis moſt deare and trueft of friends Maſter 
lohn Melton, and in the commen- 
dation of his witty Poem. 

Aſtrologalter. 


PHervus pronide a Garland for thine Heire, 
That hath deſeru d ſo well, and make him weare 

It on his temples;let th immortall wreaths 

Of Lawrell crowne,him while his rich Muſe breaths 
which will be ener. A good Poets name, 

Lines afier he is dead: Non ſpotted fame: 

Cannot be mortall: why? becauſe whats good, 
Canmener periſh,st may be withſtood 

A while by Enoy,bat ſhe will aduance 

At laſt her ſelfe aboue dull Ignorance, 

And that foule ſnake-eyed-Hagge that ſtill doth irine © 
To wound her that by woundinz doth ſuruine, 

Then my Ingenious noble friend reioce 

And though thou beareſt ſome Figure-Cafters woyce, 
Like a Portentous Ranens croake and cry, 

Thy Books not only ill writ, but doth lye, 

Be not diſturba, for know theirs none finds fault 
with thoſe that ſcourge vice,but thoſe men are naught. 
None hates therighteons tadge but theſe that fland 
At h3arre before him holding wp their hand. 

The vertuous loue him knowing that the Law 

He executes keeps hell-borne-vice tn awe 

Then let all Knaues let all Impoſtors (well 

All honeſt men will [ay thou haft done well 


John Hancocke, Batchelor of Art,and Student 
of Brazen-neſe Colledge in Oxtord, 
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Theement of the Anthor in this worke is firfl tocenſute ll 
Fighre-Caſlers,by the 


_— 


Divine Law, 
Imperiall Law, 
Canon Law: by 
Phyloſophy, 

' Common ſence > 
Reaſon. 


Secondly, to onerthrow the abſurd optnions of many 


Phyloſophers 
Aſtronomers. 
Geographers. 
Coſmographers. 


Fhiraly, to unfold the darke and abſtruſe Anſwer? 
of the 


Delphian, rather Demilliſh _ 
Oracles, : 


Fourthly,and laſtly,toſhew the Sympathy aud Correſpendency 
that is betweene the Reguiſh Conturers, and Romiſb 
Impeſtors, in their 


Ceremonies, 

Superſtittous 

Deceits,and Af 
Coulcnages. | 
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2; T was about the Heart of Summer, 


Y from his burning Galls infectious Dif 
caſes to poyſon frayle Mortalitic) that 
Nl walk'c into a friends Garden of mine, 
J| not farre diſtant from this ſumptuous 
9 (bur finfull) Citie, to ſent the freſh 
ha coole Aire, that did breathe on thoſe ſweet-{melling 
flowers. But I no ſooner centred into this CMicroceſme 
of Sweetnetle, but the Amenitie, Neatnefle,Elegance,and 
Splendor of the Place did fo tickle and delight my fences, 
that I thought jt rather a Celeſtial] Paradice, then a Ter- 
reltriall Garden, The glorious Fircs that inthe peace of 
Midnight gild the rich Roofe of Heauen , ſhew'd but 


 dimme to thoſe bright lowers that in the day time did il- 


luminarte that place z ſo that a hundred times I did wiſh I 
had Argw hundred epeaghns I might alwayes fee them,or 
Catxllzs {weet ſcenting noſe , that I might alwaycs ſmell 


them. The Arab:ax Odours and [ndzer Pg. were but 
B | Weeds, 


}| ( when the Celeltiall Dogge belch'e 
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The Figure-Cafler, 


The Gardens of Adm, Alcinos, Tantalus, Heſperides, or 
the Bankes of Po were but the Types of this Reall and 
Eflentiall ſweetnetle ;-for 211 chings grew fo beautifull and 
»icaſant, as if Nature had 'concluded , that whatſocuer 
hath beene eximious or braue jn former Ages, ſhould then 
dwell there, for it was F/cras Pallacegher Standing: Houſe, 
and her Spicerie, from whence ſhe did breathe forth her 
{weernetle to.cucry Climate, | 
When I bcheld the induſtrious Gardiner grafting young 
Syens, mechought (with my Minds cyes) | beheld Dyocte- 


ſian the Prince exerciling himſelfe in che delightfome la. 


bourof Apriculture ; and that which all Afica admired, 

Meofſimſſa walking among his Quick ſets: I could not 

be perſwaded, but I ſaw the valiant Rewsaxr, learned Gre- 

cians , Wiſe Philoſophers, and wrangling Lawyers ; theic 

Arines, Oratorie, Moralicie, the lowd and. troubleſome 

Barre layd aſide , quietly and peaceably repoling them - 

{clues on thoſe Bankes : Tarquiniry the King cutting of 
the heads of Poppyes, as if they had beene the heads of ſo 

many rebellious ſubicts; Catothe Cenſor writing in the 

prayle of Husbandry ; Scilla, after his-Diatorfſhip , and* 
Luculiusatcer his Afratick Warre, 

But as I was {ſeriouſly looking ouer this «£dev of de. 
light, my eyes touke notice of a withered-banke of low- 
ers, hanging downe thetr weather-beaten keads, that not . 
ſeuen dayes beforc had flouriſhed in their full prime; in=. 
timating vnto Man, that the beautie of all Mundaneand 
Earthly pleafures haue no perpetuitie,* Not farre from - 
them grew a ſweet companie of freſh and redolent flows 
ers, that like ſo many young Gallants, thought the bright- 
neſſe of their glory would never vaniſh , but that their 
beiutie and colour was dyed in ſuch a deepe graine of per- 
petuitic, that neyther the violence of a Storme, the pru- 
ning Narth-Winde, nor the heat of the Mid-day Sunne, 


could beat downe, nippe,or wither them, And —_ 
| ing 
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ding and flowiſhing Plants were not onely the Emblemes F.ov ers che 
true } 1-urcs 


of Mans Mortalicie, but the true Type of his Death and "= ©" 

ReſurreRion z of his Death, in their decay z of his Reſurre- 5,.,1 

Ction,in their growth and flouriſhing, RelurreRien, 
Eucry Tree I ſaw there clad in Natures Liuctie {which 

is greenc ) put me in mind of that Pretoplai?, eAdam our 

Great Grandfather , and his Fail : for if hee never had 

eranſgrelt, hee neyer had worne a Sute of grecne leaues z 

and hee neuer had beene cloathed in the Troppings of 

Sinne, if he ſtill had kept himſelfe Naked, that is, Pure, 

Sincere , and Spotlefle, Therefore , every Gallant or Nora 

prowd Man, that weares Clothes as freſh a3 the Fields, 

that boughe them, may thinke with chem telues, that al- 

though hey bee never ſo rich , yet they weare but the 

Ragges of their Fore-fathers , Sinne and Tranſgreiſion, 

The Oake ſtood there like a great Man, whoſe curicd Oake. 

Brow was incident to the higheſt Inflamations ot Hea. 

uen, as Thunder, Lightning, Tempeſt, and Raine, while 

the poore humble Shrub,that grew vader him, like a cone Shrub. 

rented Cottager, laught at the lowdelt ſtorme that could 

euer chide, The Pine-tree (tood like an vpiight Man, Tine-tree. 

Whoſc Conſcience was faire-ſhap't, ſmooth,and cuen. The 

little Gooſe-berry Buſh,laden with fruit,did include with- Goofe-bany 

in it a Triple Embleme: Firſt,that the greateſt Men have 5**. 

not alwayes the greateſt Wits, but that a ſmall Body hath 

often as fertile a Braine : Secondly, that alchough it had 

but a few Leaues, yet'it had an abundance of Fruit ; tcae 

ching Man, that his Actions ſhould be more then his 

Words ; And laſt of all, that the heauicr hee was laden 

with Fruit, the lower his head bowed to the Earth z rea« 

ching rich and learned Men , that the richer and lear« 

neder they grow, the more liberall and humble they 

ſhould bee. The Bramble,as 1 walk'd by, ſcratch't me p,mbte. 

by the Legges, which put mee in minde of a griping 

Lawyer , that never meetes with a Clyent , but hee 


will bee ſure to fleece him, if hee doe not flea him, 
B 2 The 
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Laivcell, 


D O's 


Primerole. 


Myſkombe, 


The F jowre-Ca Oro 


The Lawrcll reſembled a conſtant and braue Martyrz 
whoſc leaucs being torne from him, and _ into the 
fire, will ſpit and crackle, as if it derided the deuourin 
flime, The Damaske Roſe lookt Ike a chaſt and model 
Virgin, that will bluſh as ſoone as you calt your eye vpon 
her ; and the (iluer-coloured Primeroſe, that grew necre 
her, like a ſpoclelſe Conſcience. Mce thought the Mutfh- 
rombe was like one of our Melting-Gallants,who held vp 
his head but for a ſmall time, but periſhed as ſoone as it 
began to flouriſh, 
" Theſezind many more beſide theſe, I ſaw in that place, 
growing peaccably by.cach other ; For the Shrub enuyged 
not the ſublime height of the Oake, nor the Oake the 
gquict peace the Shiub enjoyed, The Dailte murmured 
not, that the Roſe ſhould looke fo beautitull, and ſmell 
ſo {weete; nor any Weed complayned , that the Daifie 
ſhould haue ſuch a gay,Coat : but all,like ſo many honeſt 
and quiet Houſc-holders dwelling nigh each other, did 
reloyce at.cach others happinetle, Bur Man, that is made 
ad imaginem Des, that is the Golden Key,opening the 1ich 
Cabinet of all Arts and Sciences, the Compendinm and Ee 
pitome of the World, cannot live quietly cogether,but like 
fo many Salainanders, mult cither be burning in che hh: es 
of Contention ; or like Wolues, living on the ſp-5yle of 
Innocence; or like Camelions, turning themſclucs into 
any colour of Milchicfe, Villany,or Diſſimulacion. 
Bur,as I was wondering at this Place worthy of won- 
der, this cxcalic of my admiration was broken off by the 


occalion of a noyſe I heard not tarre from me, which at 


the frlt was bur like che {oft breathing of a winde,ſighing 
from the pregnant entrayles of the earth, but by degrees it 
began to reſemble a Tempelt, ſayling aloft in the Ayre. 
Whea it drew nigher me, I perceiued this Lowdnefle to 
be engendred by che cuer-movuing tongues of ſome twer- 
tie Womenzthat came talking and walking downe an Al 
Icy (acighbouring very nigh me) and all of chem galking 

, | t0- 
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together: ſo that although I had an itching defire to vn- 
deritand, and an attentiue care to heare the ſubiet of 
| their diſcourſe, yet it was as poſſible for me to know what 
| they did calke,as to make them leaue talking, In the Rere 
| of cheſe I perceiued an auncient Man (on whoſe head the 
| hand of Age had ſnowed white hayres) come with a graue 
pace after them 3 whom l entreated, it it lay within the 
reach of his knowledge, to reſo)ue me what the cauſe was 
fo many pcople,and molt of chem Women, ſhould flacke 
together,or what bulines they ſhould haue in ſuch a remote 
and by-place as that was,ſo carly in the Morning? This old 
Father wichout any p:euiſhnetle (which is a Pailion INCle 
dent to Ag*) firlt tmil'd in my face, then tooke me by the 
hand, and vegan to open the mylterie of their meeting, 
and his owne bcing there, in this manner, 

Sonne, ſaid he {for ſo I may properly call thee, becauſc 
| Smoothnelle and Alacritie, the CharaQters of Youth, fit 
on thy vnwrinkled forhead) theſe Women your eyes did 
{ lately take notice of, are Creatures ſo ignorantly obſlti. 
; nate, that neyther the mild entreatie of a Friend can per- 
{wade them fromtheir follyes, nor the bad report of an E. 
? nemie ditlwade chem from their peruerſenetle. The Party 
! - to whom theycome, is a Bird, cf whoſe kinde I thioke 
; there are bur few living, for he profeilcth himſclte to be a 
' Wiſe-man z and the cauic of their comming, is to be re= 
folucd either of Money, Siluer-Spoones, Rings, Gownes, 
Plate,or Linnen they haue loit : ſome,to know how many 
Children they ſhall have ; ſome, how many HusbanJs, 
and which ſhall loue them beſt ; others, about other bults 
nelſe ; but in generall. all of them ro know ſomething, 
Which indeed at the laſt comes to nothing. Aud 1 my 
{elfe (like a Holy-day foole) haue beene there at the lealt 
halfe a {core times, onely to giue my money-away, to bee 
laughe at. Yet I baue words ynough: for he will promiſe 
More then twentic Courtiers, talke more for halfe a Peece 


ghca halte a ſcore Lawyers , and lyc more theg twertic 
| | Bz Chuo- 
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The Fipure-Ca /ter. 
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Exorumm, 


Chronologers : yet with ſome tricke, or cuaſion, hee will 


comeclearcly off, without being ſuſpefted ſoran Impoſtor, 


eſpecially if he haue ſome man in hand he thinkes he daze 
worke on,as he hath done me for example, 
For going to the Crolle one Sunday morning to heare 
a Sermon , ſome CAfercnrian and nimble-finger'd Picks 
ocket, that had more minde of my Purſe then the Prea= 
cher, gelt it of ſixteene pound; ſo that-I went hoine ligh- 
ter by two Stone then I went out, After .I had fretted 
much, and to no purpoſe, I yicd all the meancs I could to 
recouer my Iotle , 2s by feeing the Keepers cf Newgate, 
who know which of that Law are appointed to filch in c. 
uery part of the Citie ; yet ſtill I came homea greater loo 
{er then I went cut : for alwayes being in hope to finde 
that which I loſt, 1 loſt more, by bribing one .Knaue, to 
diſcoucr another, At the alt, ic was my bad fortune to 
meet with an old Woiman;that put a greater confidence in 


Bookes to tell the Jewes Cabatr,and Thaimud, the Shephcards Kalender, 


 Forcuncs. 


Atv! ſutra 


$4mMes, 


and Bookes of Palmiltry,then any part of the Bible ;z who 


2quiſed me to repatre to DoQtor P. C. in More-fields, at 
the vpper end of this Alley,and if Art could helpe me to it 
a22ine, I ſhould be ſure to heare of it. This draught of 
good nevwes this old Woman gaue me,to quench the thirſt 
of my defirc,which I dranke in at minecares as greedily,as 
2 man ſicke of a burning Feauer will the cooleft Tulips: fo 
viuing this old Piece of Superſtition a Teſter for her newes, 
I inſtantly went to Mafter DoQtor, Who perceiving me to 
be one that loued Gold well (becauſe Age molt commons 
ly is couetous) thought the better to worke vpon me, as he 
did: for his DoQorſhip had the. Art to. hold me in hand 
three weekes ; in which time, he made the.{ixteene pound 
] loſt,twentic: and when all came to a Period , hee told 
me,that he had laboured hard for me, and at the laft,by his 


no ſinall induftrie and paincs, had found out the Theefe 


that had my Money, but he was fled into the Low- Conn» 


trics, becauſe there were many Warrants out.to apprehend 
him 
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| him for many Thefts and Burglaries hee had committed z 
and if it pleaſed me to take ſhipping, and fayle thicher , 1 
ſhould be ſure to find him at the Labor in Vaine In Bredawe, The Labor in 
But this comfort went as cold to my heart,asthe Senterice' Vaine. 
of Deathto a Man that ſtands arraigned at the Barre : for [ 

had rather goe five thouſand mile by Land, then five mile 

by Sea; andif it had beene a hundred pound I had Iofd, [ 
, would rather haue giuen as much more, then hazard my 

ſelke by Water, Yet howſocuer I mzy doubt,nay truly rc- 

falne my ſelfe;that he hath palpably cheated me: yet ir was 
impoſſible to finde him a lyar,except I meant totake more 
paines adout it,then it was worth. T herefore as patiently as 

I am able, I am going home againe, purpoling hereafter to | 

take heed of two Pick-pockets; the one,the Diver ti12e met 

with me in Paz!r Church-yard; the other, the Door ir; 
CHMoreeficlas, that. rob'd me 2s well as the firſt, who in my 

mind hath deſerucd,for his artificiall Cheating,the Pillory, - 

as weil as the other did the Gallowes, for Steaiing., 

Thus Sir,according to my weake abiliticghaue I diſcour- 
ted to you the condition of him, to whom theſe Women 
and my ſelfe come,the cauſe of our corpming,wich his man- 

nerof delyding vs: for howſocuerhe profeſſcethhimſclteto 
\ haue an abſolute and exquilite knowledge in Pailotophy, 
Aftronomy,Phylike, Metaphylikes, the Mithematikes,and 
Aſtrology ; yet ifaSchollerhad him in handling,he frould 
] find him as meere a Mountebankezas ever {old Sophillica 
| tions in /taly orthe LowsConnrees. 
Heno ſooner had delivered methisRelation,but he halted 
. away from me: therefore ſeeing he was impor tunate to be 
gone, | only ſhew'd my ſeife gratcfull in thanking him for: 
F his kindactſe;ſohe went homewards,& I into my Garden. 
7 Bute now my minde was quite tranſported fromthe ſweet- 
nelle of that Place,and only fixt on the ſubtiltie cf the Do. 
; Aor,and his politike anſwer tothe old Man about the reco- 
|  _Uericofhis Money; fo that could not bear quict with my. 
ſelfeywhile I was truly reſolued of the Art of tl1is $ T__ 
; HD. TM 'There« 
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Therefore on a Morning which was as calme as I] could 
wiſh my thoughts now were , ] pur on a »ute cf cuurte 
Northerne Dozens, with all 8ccouttements that were mult 
ſutable to that hemelineſle, and with all expcditicn went 
to Maſter DoQor, and haſtily knocking at his Wei ſh pg 
doore, there came running downe the ft»yres with a nim« 
dle dexteritie (the little CMephiſtegtiles) his Poy,dsmaune 
ding wich whom I would ſpeake , to whom, in a broad 
Semerſerſaire language, I an{wered, with Malter Door, 
vpon an earneſt buſinefle, Vpen the deliuerie of this 
Mctage, this young Spirit, like exhaled dew, nimbly flew 
away trom me, who vpcn an inſtance, like a flaſh of Light- 
ning, was in my boſome againe before I could perceive 
him z and then, without any more Interrogatories, mar- 
ſhalled me vp iato kis Maſters Study,who fat in this mane 
ner following : 

Before a Square Table, covered with a greene Carpet, 
on which lay a huge Booke in Feho, wide open, full of 
ſtrange Charaters, ſuch as the eF'gyprians and Chaldeans 
were neuer puiltie of ; not farre from chat,a ſiluer Wand, 
a Surplus, a Watering Pot, with all the ſuperſticious or ras 
ther fayncd Inſtruments of his couſening Art, And te 
put a fairer colour on his black and foule Science, on his 
head hee had a foure-cornered Cap, on his backe a faiie 
Gowne (but: made of a ſtrange f.ſhion) in his right hand 
he held an Aſtrolabezin his lett a Mathematicall Glatle. Ac 
the fir(t view, there was no man that came to him (if hee 
were of any faſhicn) could effer him for his aduice lefle 
then a /acobu,and the meaneſt halfe a Peece, although hee 
peraduenture(ratherthen haue nothing)wculd be conten- 
teiwitha brace of Twcepences, | 

I no ſooner came into His Study but T did him the re- 
verence belonging to his DcAor ſhip, and (cod as Jong 
bare to him, as a poore Countrey Client ther ſues in Fer- 
m4 Paypert will to his hungry Latwyer. Ar the laſt, with 


the expence of many a Legge (and may it plcale your Wore 
ſhip) 


On 
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ſhip) I told him, that the cauſe of my comming was, that 
hauing lately loſt at the Kings Bench Barre in Weftmnfter 
Hall a Chayne of Gold of three hundred Links, therefore 
I came to his Doorſhip, having beene informed, that his 
Art could bring it co lighe againe : ſoputting my hand in- 
to my Leather Pouch, I greaſed his cucr-dry Palmes with 
an Angecll;who no ſouncrhad a feeling of niy bountic,but 
hee began to be nuwre liberali to mee of his Tongue, 
then I was to him of my Purſe : And while I ſtood 
laning on my Staffe, hee delivered . this Emperike-like 
Oration in this or not much vnlike this manner, 


—_— 


The Figure-Caſters Oration. 


Oneſt Friend, the lofſe you have ſuſtayned, fe 
J=t great, that I make no doubt, what you now 


haue . 2m ,or hereafter ſhall giue, will not come 


forced or wrackt from you, but yoluntaric and 


to regayne preater, where there is a poſſibilitie of obtay= 
ning. He is not worthy of Money, that will not ſecke 
after it , and he cannot truly iudge,how to value fo preci- 
ous a Metall as Gold, that is not ſtung with the lofle of it. 
Therefore Sir, your care deſerues a redretſe, and this 
Booke (meaning his Ephimerides) wich my Art and In. 
duſtrie , ſhall be the Inſtrumentall Cauſes ro make you 
happic in the recoueric of that which is worthic both of 
my Care and your Coſt; And to put you in ſome hope, 
if that Man that had your Chayne, lives eyther within 
the Horizon of England, Frannce , Spame, /taly , or the 
LoweConmries, I will yndettake to ſhew you him, and 
1n what place, and what companie hee is in, There is 

C not 


free, For it is wiſdome in a Man to aduenture ſmall things xe: 
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not a Spirit, eyther of the Fire, Ayre, Earth , or Water, 
bur I haue at my commaund as readily as any Gallant 
hath his Page or Foot-boy : I can conture them all to. 
octher, and make them tret vp and downe the Cirie, lea. 
uing not a Pick-pockets, Giles , Lifts, Decoyes, or Dy- 
ucrs Hoſe vnſurucyed, | 
Addmirania jed Y.ooke here Sir (with that; hee aduanced his Mathema- | 
wn credenTs. t5c21l Glatſe) with this Inſtrument, firſt deviſed by that 
learned Man in our Art, Hermes Treſmegiffs , otherwiſe 
called CMercar, I can ee all things done in Chriften= 
dome, If in the day time I looke in it, I will 2s cafily 
ſee what is done in the Citic, as the Sunne, There can» 
not a withered-faced Lady paint her' decayed Counte« 
nance at her Chamber-Window, and ſet a faire gloſſe on | 
it with her Frcyſſes and Jralian TinRures , but I ſee her 
as perfectly as her ſhee Secretarie her Chamber. maid, 
There cannot a Compter Booke-Keeper and a Conſta. 
ble ſhare a poore Mans Fees , that the Night before was. 
brought into Priſon ( becauſe hee would not giue the | 
blinking Beadle or begging Watch-man aTeſter but 1 ſee 
It as olly as their fellow, the Bawd-like doorc- keeper, 
There cannot a Tuſltices Clarke,that it may be is more Tu-. 
ftice then his Maſter, take a Bribe of a noted Cut-purſe, . 
whoſe Name peraduenture ſtands at Icaſt twentic ſcue— | 
rall times vpon record in Newgate Booke, but I perceiue. 
It as well as the Doxye that brought ic him, [4-2 
Tn the Night cime, if 1 ſtand with. this Inflrument- 
in my hand , I can ſce what is done in the Citie as well | 

as the Man in the Moone, There cannot a Drunkard 
come reeling out of a Tauerne at twelue a Clocke at- 

Night, but hee is as manifeſt before mee, 23 the Drawer 
that beat him out of doorcs after hee had ſpent all his. 
Money, I can ſee the commaunding Conſtable and the. 
drowtie Warch (it nodding on a Stall, while a companic 
of Roaring-boyes, alias Brothers of the Sword, ——_ | 
p I 14 
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firlt ſwearing them awake, then out of their Authoritie, 
who in-ſpight of their teeth will craue leaue to paſle by 
them. There cannot a Tradeſ-mans Puritanicall Wite 
riſe early in a Morning, vnder the pretence of hearing a 
Lefture, but I know where ſhce goes as well as the Forc- 
7 man of her Moppe that vſhers her, Nay Sir, I have ſecne 
| the Pope goc in his Ponzificalibus with his whole Heard 

of Cardinalls to Saint Peters Church in Rome , as often 
as any Citizen hath ſfeene the Right Honourable the 
Lord Maior goc to Paxl-Crofſe in Londov. As for Pre- 
fer lacks, the Great? Moprt, tre Sophy of Perja,and the 
Great Turke, I can ſec them as often as 1 doe my Boy, 
that is neuer from my elbow. And all this is done by A- 
{trologic, by facred Aſtrologie, Diuine Altrologie , the 
Art of Arts, the Science of Sciences, for it is the An- 
cient, the meſt Authentike, the moſt excellent Art in the : 
World. For old Fatlier Ada» was both an Aſtronomer 
and Aſtrologer ; Abraharnand all the Patriarkes : Nay,lI 
will afſure you, the Students of our Art haue beenc fa. | 
mon in all Countries ; fer Porphyrins and Apalcings de- Countries fa« 
rive the Originall of Iagike from the Perſeus, although = for Ma- 
Saidas will have it from the Megaſeanr, and from them TTTTIEN 
hee calls them Mags z the Latines call vs Wiſe-men ; the 
Grecians, Philoſophers ; the Indians, Gymmueſepkiſffs ; the 
e/Efyptians, Pricfts ; the Cabaiiffs, Prophets; the Zabyls- 
mans and Aſſyrians, Chaldeaxs ; the Frenchmen, Bards : 
And many excellent and eminent Men have flouriſhed 
in this Knowledgey as Zoroafter,the ſonne of Aromaſinr, 
who laugh'd when hee was borne, among the Perſians 5 11 u eu. 
Numa Pompilins, among the Romans z Thesbion, among ans. 
the Gymneſophier Hermes, among the ef gyptians 3 Bn- | 
da, among the Babyloniens ; Zamolxis, among the Thra- 
cians z and Abbars,among the Hyperboreens, A thouſand 
more belide theſe, were excellent Altrologers z as Prhe. 
lomeus, whem ſome (though very fooles in their Opini- 

Tb C2 on) 
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on) held to be the firſt Aftronomer that euer was : then 
Aitronomers Ae, abala, Aboaſar, Abenragel . Alck#bichins, Albumazar, 
and Aﬀtrolo- A4þragham, Auenezra, Algazel, Hermes Treſmigiſtns, Ara- | 
ds tur, Higings, and Thebit 3 after whom, did ariſe Haternes, | 
that famous Mathematician: then , Georgins Purbacking 3 | 
after whom, followed [ohannes de Mome Regio, Alphonſus | 
King of Cafe, as his Tables can teſtifie, Was not broad» 
ſhouldered Aras, that was bigger then the great Porter, | 
an admirable Aſtronomer and 'Altrologer ? Was not | 
Parcy Frrorume * Erra Pater (whom I had almolt forgot) a rare fellow 
at Altronomic e Ycs, as this his Table can teltific, 
which hee made I know not how many yecres 
ſince, in an vnknowne Language z but 
aow faithfully trantlated into the | 
Exgliſs Tongue by my 
. ſclfe. 
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VE —_—— Sir , was not this learned Artiſt 
V deepely read in the large»lcau'd Booke of Hea— 
uen ? Doc not you thinke hee could learnedly diſcourſe 
of the Poles, Spheres, Orbes, Circumferences, Circles, 
Centres, Diameters, the Zodliake, the Zenith, the Artike 
and Antartike Pelcs, Tropicus Capricerm,and Tropics Can- 
ers? Hee was as well acquainted with the Twelue Signes 
in Heaven , as any Trade{-man with thoſe in Cheape-fade, 
and runne ouer the Nature of the Seuen Planets as nim- 
bly as the French Vaulter ouer the Ropes. And I my (elte, 
(but that I know this kind of Learning is out of your E- Marearite Pi4. 
lement ) could diſcourſe to you what a ſullen fellow $4. {Y/ophic« de 
turne is (on whom the permanent continuation of all?" 4% "F 
things depend) what a jouiall tellow Japiter (on whom gqa.1,cap.7. 
the fecunditie of Agent Cauſes relye) what a quarrelling 
Swaſh-buckler Atars (on whom the {wift expedition of a- 
ny thing to the effet doth hang) what a hot fellow Sa/ 
(whom all Agent Cauſes follow) what a wanton Wench 
Venus { on whom the fecunditie of all Materiall Cauſes 
logke after) what a merry fellow Aercxry ( in whom a 
manifold yertue doth flouriſh } and what a madde I alle 
Luna ( on whom the encreaſc and decreaſe of Humane 
things confilt,) For know, that the rich and golden Har- 
uelt chat I haue gathered out of the ſweete and fruitfuld 
Fields of many Learned Mens Workes, 2nd carefully 
hoorded vp in the Garner of my breſt, hath made me full ; 
and copious in my Knowledge; ſo that there is no Art 
and Science, but I am as deepely and profoundly read in, 
as thoſe that haue taken the Worſhipfull Degree of Do- 
tor. I am fo good at Phylike, that euery Morning I 
haue whole troupes of Mad-men,and others, {icke of Sar- 
pregver,Gonts, Epilepſiee, Feners, and many others labouring 
vnder as dangerous Difcaſcs as thefe 5 ſend: their Vrine to 
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The Figure-Caſter. ; 
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Phy ficions, 


Alchymilts. 


m— 


me, ſo that neuer DoCtor was ſo famous : for when Me- 
dicine will not preuayle, and that neyther Galen, Paracels 
ſtt1, »Auecim, Hippecrates, nor all the Heires of &£/culaping 
can curethem 3 I haue a Spirit chat will fright any diſeaſe 
from the moſt dangerous and ouer-ſpent Patient, My 
Skill in Alchymie is ſo great, that .I can turne any thing 
that is brought to me into as. perfeAt Gold as euer came 
owe of the Indres. Frier Bacon was an Alle, Doftor Fauitrs 
a Foole, Ripley an Empericke, and Kely a Coxcombe to 
me.z they were not worthy to blow-my Bellows, or 
looke to my Stylls, while 1 worke for the Philoſophers 
Stone. But for Allrologie, I can doe that none of my 
Profeilicn, belides my felte, could cuer reach vnto : for 
there is nothing loſt, but I can finde againe; nothing in 
hazard of loſing, but I can preſerue fafe and ſure; I hauec 
given Tradel-men Spirits, that haue kept their Shops as 
faithfully, as if they had ewentic Journeymen continually 
in it, There is nota par: of the Body,but I can giue a Spiric 
to keepe it ſateand ſound, h 

Therefore Sir, to conclude, atſure your ſclfc, that if all 
my Spirits and mine owne endeuours can doe you a plea» 
ſure (as you need-not doubt of mine Art) you ſhall not 
faile of your Chayne: ſo merrily returne to your Lodging 
againe, and repayre to mee to morrow Morning, thirtic 
Minutes after ſix z and alwayes remember to admire at 
the wonderfull power of Sacred, Diuine, and Hcaucnly 
Aſtrologie, - 


—_ — JR i — _ — —— _—— _ nM. _ 
wie... — _——— — he 


_—_————-— — ——___ _ —= 


When hee had made an endof almoſt his endleſle Dife 
courſe, wherewith he had ſo bejaded and tyred minecares, 
I was as glad as any young Dottrell, that had made an eſ- 
cape from the clawes of the Puttock-like Catch-poles, A 


—_ 
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licke Man, that is troubled with the tedious impertinent 
diſcourſe of a prating Nurſe, could not be more happy at 
her ſilence;then I at his ; for I was in doubt, that his volu= 

| ble 


ignorant as hetooke me to be (ſuppoling,that I did not ap- 
prchend what did belong to his learned Art of Coufcnage) 
he would haue made me beleeue, that his worth was corre- 
ſpondent to his words. At the laſt recouering my ſelfe 
(tor hee had almolt talk:d me out of my Wits ) 1 heartily 
thanked him fir{t,for his learned Diſcourſe; ſecondlygfor 

| his Comfort; and thirdly,and as ſpeedily as-I could,made 
| him this Anſwer, which I hope will proue as great a terror 

| to all Figure-Caſters,as Newgate to Cut-purlcs.. 
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The Anſiver to the Figure-Caſter,and the 


Confutation of it, 


ther thoſe that heare you, with theſe long-winded 
Exerciſes, you had need eate great ftore of Lycoris : 
and if you lye ſo much to eucry man,as you haue 
done to me, you had beſt learne of Sywemades the Art of 
Memory ; for theſe two things are molt requilite for thoſe 
that talke and lye:ſo much as you doe; You haue made a 
large Aftrologicall diſcourſe only to make mea Foole,and 
prove your {elfe a Knaue; for cunningly in your Exordium 
you hearten me on tocheat my ſelfe ; for doth not a man 
palpably couſen himſelfe,when he giues money to a Knave, 
that firlt cheats him before his face, then laughs at him be- 
hind his backe;z which is the true cuſtome of all Figure- 
Caſters,of whoſe facultie you profelle to be. - : 
$ 


0 Ir,if you every day ſhould trouble your felfe, or rt 
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As for your Inſtruments, as your Mathematicall Glafle, 
with which you can doe wonders, your Siluer Wand, , 
Watering Pot, foure.corner'd Cap, are but meere ſuper. ' 
{titious Ornaments, cither borrowed from the Tewes or Ro- 
_ mans, And itisa queltion, whether the Rows/2 Prielts had 
The P:piſts theſe from the Roguiſh Coniurers, orthe Coniurers from 
meere Coniu- them : for juſt ſuch Ceremonies and Exorciſmes the Con- 
, jurers vic ypon their inuocation of Devills, the Papiſts doe 
in cheir inuocations ; for they exorciſe and ceniure their 
Salt, that it. may not loſe the {zuour, and their Water, 
which the ignorant people gape for as greedily asa Rauen 
will for coole ayre in the midl(t of Iuly, and this they call 
Fotids aqus * Holy Water: then they conjure their Oyleztheir Balme, 
na!dils, their Hearbes, and Plants, that they may haue the vertue 
and influence to heals the ſicke and diſeaſed : they con- 
zure their Candles, that they may not burne blew ;z and 
Bees, that they proſper,and not fting any Holy or Religi- 
ous Frier, when hee dares aduenture his bald Crowne 
nigh one of their Hyues. What is their Chriſtening of 
Bells, Altars , Pilgrimages, Proceflions, Images, Holye 
Aſhes , Holy-Pacc=Egges, Flames, Palmes, and Palme. 
boughes, Albes, Copes, and Manipics, Veltiments, Mi- 
ters, Staues, Fooles, and Fryers Hoods, Shells, and Bells, 
Paxes, licking of rotten Bones, creeping to Woodden 
Images and Crofles, ſhauing of Crownes,and a thouſand 
of the like Antike Trickes, but flat Sorcerie and Witch= 
crafc ? 
And doe notall theſe Fooleries agree with the Coniu- 
rers Rogueries ? Who alwayes obſcrue the Time of the 
Moone before they ſet their Figure, and when they -haue ; 
ſee their Figure, and ſpread their Circle, firſt exorciſe the | 
Wine and Water Which they ſprinkle on their Circle, | 
then mumble in an vnknowne Language : Doe they not . ? 
crolle and exorciſe their Surplus , their Siſuer Wand , | 
Gowne, Cap, and-every{nftrument they vie abour their |; 


blacke and damnable Art ? Nay, they crotle the place 
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17 
whereon they ſtand, becauſe they thinke the Deuill hath 
no power to come into it, when they have. blelt it : there- 
fore I cannot be perſwaded, but you kad your Ceremoe 
nies from the Papiſts , who firlt had them from the ewes 
or Pag:n:, or they from you , for you both couſen the 
poore blinded people after one manner ; firſt, of their 
Soules, by drawing them to Superſtition ; ſecendly, of 
their Eſtates, by defrauding them of their Money : for 
which cauſe, both of you hauc deuiſed theſe Ceremo- 
NICES 

Thus much for your Inſtruments, Now for your Au- 
thors you pile vp orf the necke of each cther, I hold not 
lawfull to be ſtudied to an ill intent ; and for moſt of 
them, I hold Atheiſts, and fellowes , whoſe Workes 
ought rather to be burnt, for being (tuft full of Blaſphemy, 
then to be read for our inſtruftion,or knowledpe, as here- 
after I willſhew you. As for Adam, Abrabam, or any of 
the T welue Patriarkes 8kill in Conjuration , Figure- Ca« 
ſting, or rayling a Spirit, as you ſay, I am ſure they praRi- 
ſed none. 

And for your knowledge in Aſtronomie , this is Aſtronomie. 

my opinion of you , that you haue as inuch skill of the 
Poles in Heauen , as you haue of the Poles on Paxl: 
Steeple, 

Your skill in Phyhke ſhall by no meanes make me (if ] Phylike. 
chance to fall licke) chuſe you for my DoRor , except 1 
ain wearic of my life ; for I fhall be in more danger of 
death by taking your Potions, then I ſhall be of the Difſ- 
caſe, But indeed, for a Man that delires preſent Cure, I 
thinke you are excellent for , becauſe I make no doubr, 
that you will hold him long in hand: andin this you and 
all other Medicafters and Dog-leaches are happy , becauſe 
the Sunne doth alwaycs behold your good ſuccelle, and 
the Earth couers all your ignorances, It is a common P's, 46:29, 
ſaying , Nullum Medicum eſſe peritums niſi triginta hemines ©: *: 


ad orcum dimiſeride That it is impoſlible for any Phylition = on ; 
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to be $kilfull, except hee hath killed his thirtie men, Bur 
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for your part I dare [weare, if you ſhould kill three hun= 
dred (as ic ray be it comes ſomething nigh thact number, 
becaulc you have beene a long practitioner ) you would 
{till remaine but a Quack-ſalutng Phylician z one, that it 
may be hath ſome lictle taint glimmering ct the Prafticke, 
but nothing of the Theorie of this molt learned and deepe 
Arc : For becipg fo illiterate as you are, how can you, 
(veyther vnderitanding the Grecke or Latine Tongves, 
in which the grounds of Phy{ike were fi:{t writ) bee fo 
famous as you report your ſelfe to be ? Yet there 1s one 
thing in your large Oration, that would make a Man bee 
lceue you have fome $kill in Phylike , becauſe you fay, 
that whole Troupes of Mad-men come to you : in this a 
Man may belccue you, forit Men were not madde, and 
ſtarke out of their Wits , they wauld neuer come to you 
for your aduice. 

There is nothing you haue ſpoken , that I can per- 
{wade my ſclfe you haue faid- true, but in this, in pro- 
felling your ſelte an Alchymilt : for I dare vndertake, 
thar if a Man bring you a Cart-Load of Bratle, Iron, or 
Pewter, you can, in the time a Man will goe eyther into 
Long- Lane, or Houndſ- Dutch, turne it into as good Gold, 
as is in the richeſt Vſurers cloſe- ſhure Powch in the Cie 
ric. But tor the Philoſophers Stone, I thinke you can 
finde out the Quadrature of the Circle, or 'a new way 
tothe Eaſt Tnazs,as Toone af finde out that ; if you can 
finde it out for others, why cannot you as well for your 
(ces? 

By this, a Man may perceive the Roguerie of all Al- 
chymiſis, and the true nature of their Art , which in- 
deed is an Art Without Art, whoſe beginning is, ſtoutly 
to lye, and whoſe end is, miſerably to begye, And to 
conclude, all theſe Gold-cngendring Chymiſts, are Archy- 
mufts, rathec Lechymifts, and make all choſe that follow 
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Alſo your Spirits for all Trades, and to cure all Diſ- 
| eaſes, and to defend cuery part of the Body, is as prettic 
| and quaint a Deceit, as that of the Romiſb Religion ; who | 
will tell any Vocation a Saint, to keepe, defend, and 
proſper it : For they hold, thar Saint Hugh and Saint Fu- 
ſtace guard Hunters from Perills and Dangers, that the 
Stagge or Bucke may not hit them on the Head with 
cheir Hornes ; Saint Martin and Saint Vrban guard 
all Ale-Knights , Tauernc. Hunters , and Drunkards , 
from falling into the Kennell , as they goe recling to 
their Lodgings z Saint Chr:/Fme ard ChruJinus detend 
all Shog-makers ; Saint Arnold preſerues Millers ; Saint 
Stephen, Weauers, "T8 

They haue Saints alſo for Cattell : as, Saint Arthonie Saints for 
for Hogges , Saint Loy for Horſe and Kine , Saint Galla Catal, 
for Geeſe, Saint Wendel for Sheepe z and Saint Gertrude 
poyſoncth all Rats and Mice : ſo that none of thele Vers- 
mine were ever knowne to gnaw any Fryers Checſe or 
Bacon, 

For Diſcaſcs , they hold, that Saint Tohw and Saint Saints for 
Ualentixe keepe Men, eſpecially Women, from the Fal- Diſcales, 
ling-lickneſle : that Saint Anthonie heales all kinde of 
Fires , though they be as hot as euer came out of any 
French Hoſpitall : Saint Rech the Peſtilence ; and that's 
the cauſe (they fay) fo few of them dyed the Iaſt great 
a | Plague-timie: Saint Rowan reſtores z11 Mad people to their 
v |  Wies z Saint Jeb is good for the Pocksz Saint Appelin is as 
/ goodat the Tooth-ach, 
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Saints. 12. A » for »u7.y Limoc in 1v.ms b 'y they haue a Saiuts; 
- $5 (orthe for 9. 014 keepes the [{>id, in Read uf Arier ;, S. Blaſin 
RN” is a]-Pul-'ted ro gour, ae the Necke, in [icad of Tawrms ; 
S. Lawr.nce keepes the Backe and Shoulders, in (icad of 
(erm, Cancer, and Leo; S. Eraſmus rules the Belly, with 
ui Liitrayles, in the place of Lebra and Scorpewr : ia the 
{lead of $ apitlarinsy Cupricornut, Aquarius, and Psſces ; the 
Holy Church of Rowe hath eleCted 5, Burgarae, S. Rochns, 
S. Dnirmus, S. lohn, and many others, which gouerne the 

T highes, Feet, Shinnes aad Knees, 

All theſe things being eruly conlidered, I admire there 
arc lo many Tradeſmen breake, fo many great rich men 
dye, and ſo many Sicknetlcs and Diteaſes in /taty and 
England, ſeeing their Saints haue ſuch power to driue theirs 
away , and our Cunning Men and Women {o many 
Charmes to fright -away ours, But ſure if theſe things 
were true, Doors, Apothecaries, and Chirurgians would 
be as poore as Fidlers, Poets, and Alchymilts. Bur I will 

ue as much credit to the Romy/h Saints, as to our Engh/h 
Mountebanks Spirits, which were firſt inuenged by ſubtill 
Fryers and craftic Knaues,only to beguile the poore people 
of their Money, | 

[t may be (Sir) at the firſt you ſuppoſed me to be (be. 
cauſe of my plaine Countrey Habit) a Woodcocke hi for 
vour Sprindge: but to be plaine with you Sir, your Wore 
ſhip is decciued of me, for I can perceiue you to bg an ar- 
rant Knaue ; for your trickes are (o thin and ſleight, that a 
Man of a very dim vnder(tanding may fee cleane through 
them, Your diſcourſe is -neyther knit together with the 
Nerues of Vnderſtanding, Wit, Art, [Judgement,or Difcre« 
tion, it hath no Realitie or Etſence in it : but you huddle 
2 corpanic of Aſtronomicall words together , wanting 
boch Coherence, Methode, and Congruiticz you powre 
out whole. Ditienaries of (trange Words,talke as though 

A corpulent you could repeat Datch, Gallobelpicus or Engliſs Hollings- 


" $.J107. head without booke, and lye as it you had held Heredorws 
Penne. 
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Penne while hee writ the Nine Muſes. To tell you tric 
Sir, | came not hither to find out a Chayne (for indeede [ 
haue loſt none) bur fi:lt ro find out, then to expreſle your 
Roguerie: therefore I thinkegif you had beene a true Wi- 
zard, it were inp-{l1ble 1 ſhould pur a Tricke vpon you, 
that is ſo excellent at che molt Coulening, Cheating, and 
Conycatching Art of Altrologie. 

I perceive by your ſweating, I amvery tedious to you ; 
but good Sir be patient, for I haue giuen your Tongue an 
vncontroulable libertic, to ſpeake 1n the defence of your 
Art, that hath been ſo beneficiall to you : therefore I hope 
you will giue me leaue (it not, I now will be ſo bold as to 
rake ic) to ſpeake in the diiprayſe of it,becauſc ic hath beene 


fo preiudiciall to many. 


If Figure-Calting be an Art, or Science, why is it not a 9,4; ME 


Liberal! Science as well as all the other ? or why is it not rus, 
{tudied as freely and as lawfully as the reft , but that the Confwurario vile 


Profetlor of it is forced to fliyc into ſuch by-places, darke £9. 


Corners, and Garden-Allyes, as theſe ? If youare aſhamed 
to ſhew the reaſons, I will not, but truely reueale them ; 
which are,cither becauſe the generall eye of the world may 
not take notice of the foolery of thoſe people, and ſo giue 
them warning , or that the roguery of you thatentice them 
may not be apparant , and ſo you come to adeſcrued pu- 
niſhment : Or that you may bee thought more famous in 
theopinion of the ignorant, who ſuppoſe that ſuch melan. 


choly places belt ſuite with ſuch as {tudy theſe Arrs. This Figure. Caſt. 
may appcare by the cunning Man on the Bauk/ide,Mother ers,Cunning 
Broughton in Chicke-Lane, yong Malter Owe in Turnebele- PR \Wo- 


fireet, the ſhag-hair'd Wizard in Fepp:r- Alley, the Chirur- 245 Is 


gion with the Bag-pipe Checke, Doctor Forc-114n at Lame 
beth, and you here in More-fi:{ds, and many ſuch Impo- 
ſtors, that like the Birds of Wonder flye the light of the 
Citic, 

Apaine, there is no Art or Science, but the definition 


| ſhewes the excellencie of it. 
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22 The Figure-Caſler. 
DE, Grammar isthe Science of ſpeaking and writing cruly, 


the Fountaine and Originall of all Arts, 


Logicke, Logicke the Art of Arts, the Science of Sciences, that 
makes way for the beginuing of all Methodes, and an Art 
that by difputing finds out the Truth, 

Rheroricke. Rnetoricke is an' Art, teaching to fpcake elegantly , by 


Trepes and Figures. 

Atiithmaticke is the Doctrine of Numbers. 

Mulicke the harmonious facultic of weighing the diffe- 
rences of $ounds by Sence and Reaſon, 

Gcemecie the Diicipline of Immouecable Greatneiles, 
and the contemplatiue deſcription of Formes, 

Altcnomiea certaine Law and Rule, conlidering the 
Motion of Superior Bodyes, 

Philoſophie the knowledge of Divine and Humane 
things. ioyned with the (tudie of living well. 

Phyſicke the Arc of curing and healing the (icke and 
diſcaſed. 

But for your Allrologie, your Sacred Aſlrologie , your 
Diuine Altrolegie, I neuer read, that any Divine, F#ther, 
cr Preacher cuer gue any commendsble dc fciiption of it ; 
Indeed, ſome of that wiſe Sc/t you prefetle your ſelfs to 


Arithmaticke, 
Mulſicke, 


Gcometrie, 
Aſlronomic, 
Pluloſopuaie, 


Payircke, 


be of, have endevoured ro jlIvttrate and beauifie, with one 


of whoſe Authoritie |, will not allow of, becauſe Divinitie 
( the Queene and Miltretle of the Arts) deth deny it, 
Therefore, becauſc there is no rrue deſcription of this Art, 

" if the Students of it will thinke thearſelues beholding to 
nc, 1 will furniſh ckem wich one, 
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A new and true de'cription of Aſtrologie. 


Strolopie ts an Art,whereby ( wing Knauer cheat plaine 
honeſt Mer , that tracheth beth the Theory and Prage 

ticke of cloſe Couſenage , 4 Science inflrutlmg all the Stu= 
dents of it to lye as often as they ſpeake, end 80 be beleened ns 
oftner 
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oftner then they held their Tongues ; that tells truth as often 
#5 Bawa! goe to Church, Wuches or Whores ſay their Prayers, 
or n:Ker but when the Engliſh Nones and the Grecke Calends 
meet together, 
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This is the true deſcription of your Art. Now the ver- 
tue and power of your Art, is to calculate Deaths and Na- 
riuities, calt Figures, finde out things that ic may be were 
neuer loſt, giue Fooles Flycs to win if they can at Ordina- 
ries, and moure of the like, which I will not nominate, be. 
; caule it will be troubleſome to my {elte, an. redious to 
| your DoRorſhip (whom I perceiuec to be as full of Frets, 
, 23a Mulician ) all which I will proue to be ynlawtull, co 
the diſgrace of all the damnable and diabolicall Students 
in that Art; andifI doe not artificially confuce and con- 
found all choſe thac can rayſe a Spirit, and calt a Figure, 
and ail other Mountebankes, Emperickes, and Impolturs, 
ſuch as you are that pretend todocit; then let chem boldly 
and-confidently ſay, | am buta imeere Freſh-man, and no 
true Maſterin my Art. 

Some Principlcs,conducing to the perfet Science a::d 
Knowledge of Aſtrolovic , handle the Natures and the . 
Parts of che Zodiake z others, the Qualities of the Planets 
; ſome, the Dimenſions and abſtruſc fignifications of the 
Heuſcs, The Altrologers themſclues diuide the Zodiake 
tmtotwelue Parts or Signes, having euery perc conlitling 
of rhirtie degrees of Longitude, and twelue cf Latiruce, 
| In theſe prettie Inventions they ſhew themſelues Poers as 
! _ wellas Allrologers, in farning ſo neatly: for can any of 
| them make me belceue there are Twelue Signes to bee 189-ay Oey 

O make a \Vil. 

ſeene in Heaven as vilibly as thoſe on the Ex:th, or that gernefle in 
there are any ſuch Creatures in Heauen, as the crooke- Heauen, 
horn'd Ram,the goring Bull,the poyſon-ſpicting Scorpion, 
any iecherous Crab. fifl , vnconicionable Scales, roaring 
Lyon,or hot-rayned Gort? Can any of you make me be- 
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it may be indeede there is Virgo, becauſe ſhee is ſeldome 
7:ſs maior ex {ene on the Earth 3 but for the angry Beare , ſnatrling 
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minor, Dogge, venomous Dragon, greedic Vultur, hiſſing Snake, 
Carrs 14407 © horrible Hydra, tearctull Haire,or Man-loving Dolphin to 
Cant ls. be in Heauen, 1] never will beleeue it ; howlſocuer I haue 


= " heard a plaine Countrey fellow (tand in defence of it,that 
Anguis, if there were no ſuch things in Heauen, ſuch Wiſe-men as 
Lys & (4, Almanack-Makers would neuer put them forth in Prine. 
But I will laugh ac their ignorance, and ſcoffe at all Weas» 
oP. ther-wiſe Wizards with Bo» the Philoſopher , that held 
thoſe Altronomers and Aſtrologers ridiculous, that can- 
not ſee Fiſhes ſwim in the Seca, yet affirme they haue ſecne 
them in Heauen: Or deride them, as Dzogenes did ; who 
ſceing an Aſtrologer offer a Table to ſell , whereon was 
painted the Erragt Starres, ſaid to him ; Sure thou art de. 
ceived good fellow, they are not the Starres that erre, but 
thou that ielleſt them z biting at the folly of theſe Caleu- 
lators, that molt commonly erre 1n their Opinions, 
The ſame Philoſopher hearing a Starre-carcher make a 
long, and (as hee thought) a learned diſcourſe about the 
. Celeſtiall Signes, askt him if he euer were there, hee knew 
chem ſo well, or euer had any hope to come thither, he did 
lye ſo much ? for is it poſſible (faith he) that you can truly 
know what is in Heauen, or what is done there, when in 
your abſence, you cannot ſee or know what is done at 
hume 2? But theſe are onely jelts put vpon them, not Ar- 
guUments to confute them : but] will prouc there are no 
ſuch things in Heauen as theſe they talke, and ſhew the 
reaſon why they faine ſuch things to be in Heauen. 
Notte: As the diuerſities of the Circles deſcribed in the Spheres 
1hediviſon are meerely imaginaric ; ſo the diuilzon of the Zodiake is 
ot the Zodiake not materiall,or of the firl} Creation, but onely fayned by 
arid Ine "2" the will and arbitrement of the Altrelogers , that thereby 
4 wars #2 they may know the Beginnings and the End of the Heaw 
uens Motion, And the reaſon that they diuide the Zodi.. 


ake into Twelue Sjgnes, ncither more or letſe, and that 
cucry 
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cuery Signe is divided intothirtic Degrees, and cuery De- 
ree into (ixtie Minutes z is bec;uſe this Number is moſt 
* for Calculations, as the Altrologers themiclues do wit- 
netlc: as Hales Auenradon on the expolition of Prolomy,and 
Abrabam Anuenozra in his Booke of Altrologicall Reaſons, 
ſo that they might, if it had pleaſed them, have diuided the 
Zodiacke into more or fewer parts, but they would nor: 
which diviſion is cleane contrary to the Doctrine of the 
Caldeans , for they teach, that chereare not Twelue Signes Caldcans 
buc Eleucn Images, fo couple Libra and Scorpio toge- 
ther; | 
A man cannot alledge a (tronger reaſon norto beleeue 
theſe Allrologers and Artletle Empericks, then the (trange 
opinionsthey hold,and to heare how (toutly moſt of chem 
will defend the grotle abſurdities of many Philoſophers 
and Aſtronomers : For doe you r.ot thinke Endoxus and 
and Aratws were mad when they would boldly afftirme, Aug.de Oi 
that they knew how many (tarres were in Heauen , and 4% 
the Names and Operation of them all 2 Were not the aun- 
cient Aſtronomers out of their wits, that held the (tarres 
were ſtuck on the roofe of Heauen , no otherwiſe then 
Arrtificiall ftarres on the top of ſome ſumptueus building? 
Was it nota fondnelile in that Epieure, that did pars. 4 
belceve, that when the (tarres did thine in the nighe that 
then they were but kindled of God , and when they did 
vaniſh away , by the approch of the day , that then they 
were guencht by him 2 as ifwe ſhould ſay, when wee {ce 
a manzthen he is borne;but when he js out of our ſight,then 
he isdead. What an Abſurditic was it in Origen to affirme 077g» (5. 1: 
that the Sunne and the Moone, and thereſt of theſtarres, 
were liuing creatures, being capable both of our Vices and L#nr.confs:. 
Vertues? grounding his weake argument vpon the words bbs fe. 
of Job, who ſayde; That the Starres were not Purein the © 4 
ſight of God:whichwas not meant,or ſpoken,as they were 
Rationable Creatures, but asthey were glorious (tarres,and 
of a molt gxcellent andfull brig _— whoalthoughthey 
were 
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were neucr {o tralucent and bright, yet they were but dim 
in the ſight of their Maker, Therefore in my mind, what 
Aktrologers or Altronwomers ſocuer they be, that thinkes 
Starres rationable Creatures, are worthy to be accounted 
molt ynrceaſonable and fenſelefle themſclues, 
What a Vanitie was it in that Altronomer,that held,that 
Starres had their Motion from themſclues? which is molt 
abſurd : for if a Starre is moued by it ſelfe, then Nature is 
cefeRiue, which neuer gaue any Figure or Organ to any 
Starre for ſuch a Motion. But Nature ncuer was defctiue 
Aforns Sieli- 50, any thing, doth not abound in faperfluous things, or 
TH doth any thing in yalne ; Therefore we muſt conclude,no 
Starre hath the Mction from it ſelfe,but hath it from God, 
that is the crue Prime Moter all che wiſe and learned Phi= 
loſophers haue ſo much talked of, 

What an error is it in ſome agatne, that doubt whether 
the Werld be Sphericall,orround,or not ? which doubt is 
moſt vaine and idle: for this ſenfible World was made ace 
cording tothe example and {imilitude of the Intellectuall, 

weitius.de coy. Fe Arch Type and Idea of the Diuine Minde; in which is 
/lar. 116.3, Neyther Beginning nor End, ſuch as you may perceiue ina 
Plati,cr Mor- Sphericall Figure. Againe, it may be argued Mathemati- 
$>=70 Tſe cally thus, That it isa ft thing for that Body that containes 
< ap within ic all chings, ſhould haue the moſt capable Figure, 
which is the Sphericall. 
What an ablurditic was It in P/ato(the Diuineſt Philoſo. 
| _ Pherand greatelt ſearcher of Nature that cuer writ)to hold, 
blegnxs Anms that after the full reſolution of thirtie thouſand yeeres, all 
je i, Fhings ſhould returne againe to the firſt (fate and condition 
tiloſ:ibice pop REY Were at in the Non-ageand ] _— of the World e If 
rewole:49zm is were true, then our firlt Father ſhould be placed once 
49090 Amo- mMOre in Paradice, once againe ſhould the Serpent tempt 
_ Eue,and once more ſhould Chriſt becrucihed,&riſc again: 
chen ſhouldallrhoſe bleſt Soulesthatare in Heauen, live on 
the Earth againe, and all chey that are in Hell,be freed from 
telr corments, But Diuinitic proves all this to be falſe. 
Sp 63 -- HOO 
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Woas it not a great ouerlight in Cicere, Plato,and many 0+ 
ther Philoſophers to beleeue,that there is a Muſical conſent The chiming 
and ſound wrought by the ordinary Motion of the Starres #f.the Spnercs. 
and Planets? which cannot be : for the celeſtiall & fuperior Ambro, 1b. x. 
wn of Hcauen hath no Aire in it, without which there can 

< no found made; neither do celeſtiall Bodies, while they 
moue in their Spheres, couch any hard or harſh thing,zs the 
finger doth the Lute or Harpe, which is the cauſe of ſuch 
Muſicall and Harmonious Raptures, 

Alfo to what purpoſe was it in many Writers, to hold a 

difference whereabour the Middle of the Earth ſhould be ? 
The ancienteſ(t Writers hold that it was at Deſphes : vpon 
which occaſion Strabo doth declare a Fable;how thatthere 574%. 
were two Eagles {ent forth by /owe,one fro the Faſt,another 
from the Welt, both which came to De/phoz,to a place call'd 
Omphals, that is, /mbicu!o, the Navel]: but this is fabulous, 
therfore yaine. Many Coſmographers & Aftronomers hold 
that che Centre of the Earth is cither in Mount Tawrgs,hard 
by Caucaſnr,where they report the Ark [tood,or in the field 
Semiaar,or in ſome other place of Meſopotamia. Prolomy be- Ptolomey. 
leeues ic was placed ynder the AquinoRtiall Circle, Strabo | 
ſayth,it was in Pernaſſs,a Mountaine in Greece : to which, 
Plutarch and others agree. But I will not credit the beſt of plurwch. 
theſe (although it be a matter of no great conſequence) but 
Inquire among the learned Fathers, and ſeeke out the truth 
from them,many of whem beleeue &report,that the middle 
of the Earth is in [udea,8c eſpecially 7erw/alemtobethe Cen- , 
tre: of whichopinion is Lyra, Hylarins,8& many others, who * 5m BY 
moſt confidently belecuc it, becauſe they aledge the ſaying 
of the Prophet, Deas operatns eft ſalutem in meds terre. Pſabm,14- 

Is it not as grofſe in many Geographers & Aftronomers,to 
argue with forcible rezſons,that taſt vnderneath this habita. 7*-/podes, 
ble world thereis another beyond the Ocean,in which peo- 

lelivewhoſefeetare oppoit toours? which opinion ſeem'd, ,, , 

range both to Laftantms &'S. a6 I cannot chuſebvr;z , c,, 24. 

r 
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admnre at their confidence in it; for if they argue thus, why A4«gu/iiv. 4: 
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doe they not argue this concerning the Water and the 
Earth, which by this meancs is no letle pendant and hang- 
ing then the body of man: For ifa man looke onthe ſci- 
euation of the Heauen & Ezrth, the Antipodites, haue their 
feete downewards and their heads vpwardsas well as wee: 
and contrarily, we as well as they, by the collation of one 
Nation to another, haue our feete vpwards and our heads 
downeward. None can deny the Heauens to beeround, 
where then doth the Sun riſe when he ſets fromvs? Some 
ſay icriſethiu the Antipadegz Why then ifthe Sunne bee 
wichthem all the while. hee 18 abſent from vs, wee arcthe 
Antipodes. Apaine , it is not to bee doubted that the Sea is 
round , yet when a ſhip hath fayled ſo farre that the Pylor 
may judge it to-beein thefarthelt and vttermoſt Region of 
the Watry-Wilderneſle,yet the ſhip will not fall inco Hea- 
uen, which-compatleth che Sea and Land rouad about, 
for they hang by the rare Art of the rareſt Grometrician, 
God: betwecnethe Heauens hauingall the Elements come ; 
paſſingthem round about , ſo that which way ſocuer wee | 
goc, Heauenis (till aboue vs and beneath vs, Now ifthis 
be ſo, as it is not to bee doubted ; why do-not the Antipos 
des, that haue their feete ,oppolite to ours, fall into the 
Heauens ? 

No ſure,theſe Geographers were decciued, for whereas 
= they ſay the Anlibodes were in a world ynder vs, they | 
Lang 5 , mi ſhould haucaffirmed that they were, and arehere with vs; ! 
1s. © andthen Iſhouldhaue agreed with them, for there arc ma- 

ny , that ſeldome or never ſee the Light, the Sunne riſe, or 

Sees Epje22. for ; For what are Drunken-Alchouſes, Wine-tauernes, 
p" Bouſing-kens, and Viftualing-houſes, where men drinke 
and {will, and never ſeeany light, but that of 'a Candle to 
kindle cheir Tobacco,or that of the fire which burnes their 
Pipes , but the Antipodes? And doe not thoſe that in a 
peruerſe order, and quite retrograde from Nature, making | 
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the Day Night, and depriue themſelues not onely of the 
Com.:on light,but the light of the Minde, by inuoluing 
them* 
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themſelues in the thicke clouds of. Ignorance and He. 
relic , live like true Antipodices ? But for any other 
then theſe, I know not of, nor will acknowledge'any 
ether , whatſocuer Altronomers or Geographers may 
athrme, 

But I feare I have erred too farre Gut of the path I am 
bound to follow : therefore I will come into it againe. 

There cannot be a greater argument of the fallenefle of 
Atrologers, then the deadly Antypathie that is betweene 
them concerning the Art it ſelfe : for ſome of them hold, 


chat the Degrees, Planets, Qualities, Apprrances, Ends, Diuerfrares 


Ex1lcations,'and Fallings , they attribute" to the Planets, 944brarm & 
influentiarum 


li þ ett 
EffeAts of the Heauens, who by degrees miy come to the pear 


may de ettayned vnto by the dilizent obſeruation of che 


knowledge of the Cauſes : for they thinke, that in the be. 
ginning of the World God gaue Men fo long lives, that 
they might giue their Minds to Speculation, whereby 
they might Fnde out Aſtronomie, Aſtrologie, and ſuch 
Arts and Sciences, which require a long, large, and exat 
experience, In this I beleeue they ſay true: for ſome ay, 
(ic is a (inne to belye the D:uill ) by long obſeruation 
they may learne many exp=riments concerning Altrolo. 
vie; yet, if by mecre experience they had attayned to the 
Principles, then not once, but often,they ſhould have ob- 
ſerued the ſame Conſtellation , which is oppoſite to the 
Tenent of molt of them, who hold, that the ſame Conſtel- 
lation cannot appeare wholly againe,vnleſle it be after the 
revolution of many thouſand yeeres : and if they could 
perceiue them ſooner, yet doth it not ſuffice to obſerue 
che ſame particular Conltellation, becauſe ſeeing the influ- 
ence of no Starre rends vpward, 1t-is decreed by Aſtrolo- 
wers, that it is vnccrtaine whether the experimentall effect 
13 to be aſcribed to this or that Planet,vnlefle by chance it 
be to-the Sunne or the Moone, which are often propoſed 
to vs in operation, when oftentimes they are the influence 


of a leifer Starre ; alchough farther from vs; For another Not4; 
E 3 Con- 
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Þ | Conllellation in ſuperior parts doth vary, hinder, : and di. | 
miniſk the operation of Heauen in inferior parts, the dif 
polition of the matter. 


But ſuppoſe the influences of Conſtellations may be | 
vnder{t@od, yet they are not ſufficiently made manifett, as | 
: may appeare to him that reades the many doubts that ariſc 
about Altrelogie , concerning the Motion of the Starres, 
the Firmament,and the Plancts, 
Stellarum fixes. Some graunt, that there is a Heauen aboue the Firma- 
r-m worus tri- ment : ſome late Writers make vie of and praiſe another 
__, Heauen ; the Chaldeans and e/£gyptians one Moticn, that 
15 to fay,diurnall te the Starres : Prhelommey addes a lecond, 
Which is from the Eaſt to the Welt 5 Thebie a third, which. 
is from the North to the South : but they all varie abouc 
the Time. And wonder nor, if they vary about the fixt 
Starre, ſeeing they differ about the Motion of the Sunne 
and the Moone, for the preciſe knewledge of the Solar 
yeere; and it is needletle co report, how much they differ 
about the declination of the Sunne., | 
Therefore, why ſhould any man belecue them, when 
their Writings and Opinions differ ſo farre from one ano« 
ther? foric is certaine, that if Aſtrologers be deceived but 
in one Degree, in taking an Houre , they erre likewiſe in 
. the diuilion of the Houſes; for the Degree will change the 
Signe: then is it necelizric that their experiments are dc. 
ccitft1l, 
The Aftrolo, The Chaldeaxs (the molt ancienteſt Altrologers) differ 
gers Prize, from the Qpinion of the eFgypticns z for the Egyprians 
diuide the Zodiake into twelue Signes, but the ({bal/azans 
into cleucn Images. Againe,ſome of them diſagree in their 
Degrees ; fome of them will haue this Planet placed in 
this Houſe, another in the third, fourth,faft, or fixte, Thus 
5 there ſuch a deadly enmitic betweene theſe Heauenly | 
Doors , that like ſo many Maſters of the Noble Science | 
of Defence; they ({triue to breake the head of each others | 
reputation , and ſand at defiance with cach other, Da 
when 
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| when Prbolomeie hath his /acobr Staffe in his hand , hee 
| thought himſelfe as skilfull at it as Twruer was at his Ra 


picr and Dagger, and was affured,that Hermes Tre/oegiſtru 
durſt not ſtand vp againſt him. When Al{ckibicixs had got 
hold of bis Aſtrolabe , hee was as ſafe as Room the Deuill 
with his Sword and Targuet, and dur(t prognoſticate,th:t 
neyther Albamate nor Aoazar durlt challenge him. 
When Abraham Haly, or Thebit, were pceping through 
their ProſpeRiue Glatles, they did beleeue, that neyther 
Anenrra nor Algazel durlt looke them in the face, 
Nay, doe but looke into the humours of our Moderne 
23 ferroche and you ſhall finde them rayle one againlt 
another as bitterly as Neſs againlt Harry ; and why is 
all chis ? but becauſe they condemne ezch other for ly- 
ing z when Heauen and Earth, God and Man, know, 
that he that Iyeth the ſeldomelt, doth lye very often, 
Some of them will prognoſticate, that on ſuch a day 
very vnfallibly there ſhal! be Raine , when it ts a thou 
ſand pound to a Farthing Token, but all the people dwel- 
ling in that Meridian his Almanacke was calculated for, 
but will inde them Lyars ; except ſome Widdowes, that 
haue buryed their Husbands, or Sonnes their Fathers, who 
raine whole ſhowers of tearcs from their clouded eyes, it 
may be more for ioy then ſorrow. Another will fore-te!l 
of Lightning and Thunder that ſhall happen ſuch a day, 
when there are no ſuch Inflamations ſcene, except men 
gac to the Fortune in Goldmg-Lane, to ke the Tragedie 
of Door Fauſt; . There indeede a man may behold 
ſhagge-hayr'd Deuills runne roaring ouer the Stage with 
$qujds in their mouthes, while Drummers make Thun- 
der:in the Tyring-houie,and the ewelue-penny Hirelings 
make artificiall'Lightning in their Heauens. A third will 
fore-tell, that great Darkeneſle ſhall happen on ſuch a day, 
when it may be none finde it true but Drunkards, that 
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woft commonly drinke themſclues fo blinde , that they 
Who 


cannot ſee day-light. 
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Who then will belecue theſe Fortunes ſellers ? for whom 
itis as calic at all times to tell tive , as to make a thrices 
carted * Maquerel/a forſake her Venetian TinAures , and 
paint her old wrinkled face with a modelt bluſh. 

Yet which is m.olt ſtrange, and to be wondred at, I read 
one of their Predictions, which hitherto hath preued true 
This is excce- which waz, that from the yecre 1617. to the end of the 
ding gue World, ſhould be great Fires in many parts of the Citie of 

Londen + which hitherto hath proved tive, 10the no ſmall 
adwiration of the Reader, and the no letle prayſe to the 
Calculator, For there haue beene ſuch tor fires in Pukt- 
batch, Turne-bele flrcet, the CMyneryer, and both the Fryers, 
and other ſuch 1cligious places, where Yexs Nunnes arc 
Cloyltci ed, that if Tem Tedd and his fellow flefh-dretlers 
had not quenct.e thoſe. inflamations , mary three-chin'd 
Bawd, dry-filted Punke, and bisket-handed Pandar would | 
baue had all ceir hayre burnt off long ere this. There 
haue bcene great fires many Moneths together in the O/d- 
Bayly, ſo that many haue beene burnt in the Hand , and 
very glad they could ſcape ſoro, Many Drunkards haue 
had terrible heart-burnings with drinking ſtale Beere,and 
vchement hot inflamations at their ftomacke with drin- 
king hot Waters, ſo that many of them dare not goeto bed 
without a T hurrondell Pot of (ix ſhillings Beere ftand by 
them all night, for feare their throats de ſet on fire before | 
the next morning. Prodigalls haue had many pt antaſti. 
call fires in their braines, that haue almoſt burnt vp their 
Wit. 
But thac which molt grieues me, is, moſt of the Varlets 
Excellent pla* belonging to the Citie Colledges (I meane both the pro- 
$6: -4pagy 'P digicus Compters) haue ficrie red faces, that they cannot 
yourn "* _ pucaCupof Nippitato to their Snowts, but with the cx- 
treme heat that doth glow from them , they make it cry 
hifle againe, os if there were a Gadd of burning Steele 
flung into the Pot, But becauſe I doe cruelly loue them, 
I'will be their e4 /crilapries » and preſgribe this FO 
| | t ol- 
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The 
ollowing : Let them euery morning take a ſpoonefvll of 7,,4,,,,, 
Aqua Forts, rather Aqua Regis, as much Olean Origanums, for rhe cure of 
and mingle it with a little <rrewrie fublimate ; then take K<d Notes, 
a piece of the courſelt haire-cloth, and gip it in this liquor, 
and fo cuery morning, while their Noſes is well, wet them 
with this Mcdicine, and it will doe all the Compter- Kites 
as much good as the World can delice : for jt ſtands to 
reat reaſon ic ſhould cure them, for one heat alwayes 
5 ae out another 5 why elſe doe Cookes that burne their 
fingers, hold them to the fire, but that the greater heat 
ſhould expell the lefle ? or why doe footmen,in the hetelt 
Weather, after they haue runne a Race, drinke ſo much 
U/quebah and Roſa Soltz, but that it frights away the other? 
Buc I will leaue this Medicine to them , hoping they will 
take it, for it is for their good : and now 1 will come a- 
| geine toour Prxdiftions, . 
| There hath beene day and night continuall: Fires in 
Flet-ftreet and the $trand,and in many other places of the 
Cicie,but eſpecially in Tobacco ſhops, ſothat there cannot 
2 man come in, but his Noſe will ſmoake for it. 
Thus once in their lives they haue told truth : yet this 
doth not giue fatisfaftion for the whole Legend of Lyes 
they yeerely ſet forth, and who fo artificially tell them, 
that they well may be called Lyes in Print. 
' Yet, howſocuer they doe often mitle in their Prze 
ditions , when they fore-tell of the diſpofition of the 
; Weather, of Warre, of Sickneſſe, of the Change of 
Times, and of Lawes , yet I cannot deny altogether, 
but that future Contingences may bee ſcene by the 
Contemplation of Heauen, For there is none can 
doubt , but that God the great Archite of this vilſi- 
ble and -iquilible World , infuſed a manyfold vertue 
and. operation in the Heauens : but that many of theſe 
Qualitics are ſecret, and occult , the 'Kingly Prophet 
Danid telleth vs, ſaying 5 God numbreth the multicude 7/4f.40. 6, 


_ of Starres , and impoſerh ſeucrall Names vnto them, 
F There- 


DLO 0 RD 


Vin TIO <a add Ara CPR 


UldMizc -.- oy Be rb 


i 


2 
5 A EG ek te AS PN Is in Pi AK n 


Lad —_—— md I "EN 


"i The Figure-Cafter. 


—  —_c__OS_— 


Therefore it is manifeſt, that things are namcd according 
ce their properties, which none but hce that made them, 
can perteftly and dittiactly vnderitand, 

Yet many Philoſophers by their Speculation knew and 

oblerued the general] Influence of -Heauen,by their Moti. 

4rit. ker 4e On, Heat, and Light : which made Arsforte athrme, That 
rererum, > de this Elementarie World 15 contiguons to Heauepgand that 


Corpord infertord 


Mibycinntar (- he thinne, ang that the influences of the Starres doe rule 
perioram fi4- the differences of Bodyes ; as in the Sunnes riling or {ct- 
P1176 ting,we ſee the times of che yeere doc varic,and by the en- 


Gemeratione. the Sunne,vader the Oblique Carele,or the Zodiake, cate 


{eth Generations. Which 1s not abſurd to afhrme ; for 
certainely, the thicke and grotſc Bodyes arc governed by 


creaſe and decreafe of the Moonegfome Creatures are avg- 
mented, and diminiſhed :; as ſhell-tifh, at the wondertull 
flux and reflux of the Sea, Bur to be of the Aſtrologers 
Opinion , that the Starres hauc 'a;power ouer the Will of 
Man, I ncuer will. belecue for the Mind cannot be ſubs 
ie to.the Polition of any Starre: Nor is it at all cimes 
true, that the differences -of Bo 1yes are canfed by the In- 
irxw1dmerÞ145. Ryence of Heatien: for two T winnesof diucrs Sexes may 
be conceiued in the. fame'in{ftant a Man and a Wornan, 
And though manyhold,chatthere may be a general! Influ- 
ence into Bodyes, yet not intothe faculties of the Soule or 
Noths Mind for a corporall ſubſtance cannot cauſe an operation 
In a ſpiritall eſſence. + 
The tri: cau- Bat che reaſon chat many Aſtrologers and Prognoſtica- 
ſes why they tors erre in their Opinion (atthough there be an Inflnence 
prope m_ in the Starres concerning the fertilitic of the Yeere, of Pe- 
OM © ſlilence,of Warre, of Thunder, Haile, Raine, faire or fonle 
Weather) is,becauſe they doe not keepe themſthres within 
the-compaſle of Aſtrologie, but thirſtte after Veine-glory, 
goe beyond their limits, thinking ro preſage that by Starres 
which poſlibly they. cannot:do, Againe, moſt Afﬀrologers 
in former Ages held diucrs opinions concerning the Prin- 
ciples of Aſtrologic, and they (though but Pupils in = 
Art 
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Art) preſume to come in with their Opinions, becauſerh 
would be thought Maſters of their Art: and although cf- 
tentimes they hit vpon the clilpotition of the Weather, and 
future things,by the obſcruatiun of the Heauens; yet at al! 
times,concerning the diſpolition of Corneeſpecially,they 
cannot chuſe but erre, becauſe the foure parts of the yeere 
are ſo different in Qualitic, fo that ie is impoſhble, but that 
the excelle of Heat in one part of the yeerc,and the excelſe 
of cold in the other doth diltemper the Soyle. Concer- 
ning the Pradictions of Diſezſes, they may the ealielt tell; 
for by the corruption of the Ayre, Phylieke teacheth vs, 

many infetions may putrifie the braine. | 

T his onely ſhali ſuffice for Aſtrologers, Now I will 
come to the Art it felfe; whereby they can calculate Deaths 
and Natiuities, tel] Fortunes either good or bad 3 which 
they fctch as farre as from the Twelue Houſes they haue 
built in:Heauen. 


TT NT  —_—_ — 
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The 6gnification of the Twelue Houſes 


of Heanen, 


Toe Twelve Houſes are the Tenements moſt com- 
monly ſuch Aftrologers as you your ſelte doe let our 
to (imple people , whereby they purchaſe to themſelues 
much Money, and to their Tenants much ſorrow. And 
to tell cruth, theſe T welue Signes, placed in their Twelue 


Houſes , are like a Jury that fic ypon the life and death of 
Mortalitie. 


By the diſpolution of the firſt Houſe, by the Planets and The 1, Houſe, 


Starres fxt 1n it, by the natures and divers cfieAts that are 


. wrought by them, many Wonders are diſcovered : as to 


know of what condition ke ſhall be of, either as liberal] os 
an Aldermans Sonne and Heire, cr as penurievs 5s the 
Iifp Catch-pole,that will feed his Dogges with Rabbets in 
Lent, while he (its catipg a piece of poore John : it can tell 

F 2 of 
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of what vocation or calling a Mn ſhall bee of , cicher a 
Stubble-bearded-Barilter,and wrangle ftoutly and loudly- 
at the Barre, or whether hee ſhall bee a Souldier', and fohe 
bravely, if a man doe but fcorne for to pledge him a 
deepe health varo ſome of his White-Fryer Miſtceſles, 
' Of Ca. : 
— . By the(ccond Houſe youcan foretell of the profperi- 
The 2,Noufe. 5. or aducrficic of him that is borne : whether hee ſhall 
bearich Citizen, and breake chree or foure ſeuerall times 
of let purpoſe, either of fet purpoſe to couſen the world, 
or out of meere pouertie; whether he ſhall be an Heire, 
and inherithis Fathers vices as well as his riches, or whether 
| heſhall bea Marchant and looſe his goods on falt Seas, or 
haue them drown'd inthe Canaries of fome Tauerne. 

By chethicd Houſe you can iudye of the ſecrelie of the 
Conſcience, whetherit be good or bad toward God, or 
Man. Ia my Conſcience they erre from the truth at the 
lealt 2 thouſand Dxtch miles, becauſe the Holy Gholt tells 
vs,that no man knowes whetherhe deſerues Hate or Love; 
Eceleſie,g, Ao that by this we may perceiue that the ſecrets of the Con- 

{cienceare onely knowne to God, Therefore this madnes 
of the Aſrologers is not only to be confuted,but burnt fer 
an hereſie, Beſides this wickednes,they hold there are two 

EA molt fortunate Planets aboue all thereſt ; whichare, Yen 
Poe 1c. and /upiter,and that Ven giues the felicitie of this life, and 
maate Planets Tapiter of the life to come, which I vtterly diſallow of : for 
it aman follow ſuch a wanton wench as Yews is, he ſhall 
in ſmallctimciye ſweating in ſome hoſpitall; or groning in 
ſome Barber Chirurgions houſe, which I thinke can be no 
greatfclicityzand he thatfollows the humor of Touiall Jupi- 
cer,ſhall ind, and quickly know,that he deſerues thatplace 
which is contrary to immortality. So that by the affertion 
of theſe Altrologers, whoſocuer is borne when Yenur raigns 
ſhall ltue inchis world moſt pleaſantly, in ſpight of ill For- 
tunezand when [rpitey raignes, he ſhall live in the world to 
comegaithough he live neuer {a wickedly,for you make no 


The 3. Houſe, 
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exception, bur indefinitely ſay, They ſhall. 


Maxaternas 


CHMaternys was 28 mad , or rather as wicked as thereſt, ,1,,,,, 


who writes and affirmes, that when Satmrne is placed in 
Leo, racn liuelong , whoſe ſoules afterward ſhall go to 
.God. Marke but how confidently and arrogantly hee 
ſpeakes this , which I will confute wich the words of our 
Sauiour, who faith : Whoſoerrer will enter into the Kingdome 
of God,muſf keepe bis Commandements, And not wholoeuer 
will enter into the kingdomeof God mult be borne when 


Saturne 1s in Les» 


Math,19., 


Albumazar allo is as diuelliſh as the reſt, heaping impie- Alum. 


tie on impietie; athrming that he that prayes to God inthe 
houre in which the Moone with the head of che Dragon is 


joyncd © [piter, ſhall obtaine whatſocuer hee askerh. If 


this ſacrilegious foolery is true, why do not the Allrologers 
themſclues obſerue this houre, that they may pray that 
they may neuer more erre, or thatthey may obtaine ſo 
much riches that they neuer after may be forced to ſet their 
lyestofaic, or that they may live no moreon the foure- 
penny reward of ſome Suburbe-(inner, for caſting her hor 
water z orthe (ix-penny. gratuitie of ſome old Maide fer- 
uant that would be loath to dica Virgin : or they may pray 
that they never more ſell their good Fortunes to Oytter. 
wiucs and Butte - vomen for greaſieT we-pences? But by 
this Argument that you cannot follow that you preſcribe 
to others,z man may ſmcl] your Roguery to be as rankeas a 
Mountaine. Goate, 


By the fourth Houſe, you will iudge ofthe eſſence of The 4.1feue, 


the Child thatis borne, how long it ſhall jjiue,, and how 
well: if ic ſhall beaslong liued as a Raven, or Stagge; or as 
ſhortlived as a Goate,or Gocke-S P2rrow. 


By theffch Houſe you can judge , how hee ſhallline, -4., - 122ufe, 


and affect his Parents, whether he ſhall loue his Father 
becter then his Mother, or his Mother then his Father, 
Prolomey thinkes you may judge bythe tenth Houſe , but 


MHMallins ab Aſcendente, 
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4tcs Houle. Bythe {ixth Houſe you will know of what Profeſſion 

it ſhall be of, cicher a Fooke, ora Phylition; a Paraſite, or a 

Courtier; a Begger,or an Alchymilt z a mad Manor a Mu- 

fition; a Thictc,or a T aylor. 

By the ſeuenth Houle you will judge what wife he ſhall 
haue, either a delicate yong plumpe Helena, that lookes as 
merry as May, and as 10cound as lune; or an old decrepite 
Lamsa, that is as froſty as February , and as dull ay Decem- 
berz whecker ſhe ſhall be as mure as a Fiſh,or haue a tongue 
as loude as a Fiſh-Wite, 
ire? Houſe: By the eight Houſe you will iudge how vnfortunately a 

man will die , either on the water, like a Pyrate, or inthe 
water like a Fiſh, or on atree likea High-way man, oron 
the bow likea Bird : whether hee ſhall be itaru'd to death 
in a Priſon,like ſome Prodigall; or in fome Burdello, like 
a French Monfier, or a Spaniſh Don , whoſe bones the 
Neopolitan Dogge hath pickt fo cleane, that they would 

| _ ſerve well ſome Gilder to Burniſh with. 

The 94:0. Bythe ninth Houſe you can judge, whether he ſhall be 
a Traueller, as famous as cur Engliſh Coriate , or outlan- 
diſh Peter Columbas; what fortune he ſhall have in his tra» 
ucll, what faſhions he ſhall weare, 

The 10.houſe By the tenth Houſe you can iudge of the Rate of the 
Mather, 

Tiert.iouſr, By the eleventh Houſe, you can ivdge of what come 
plexion he ſhall be, Sanguine, Chollcricke, Phlegmaticke, 
or Melancholy, or what hatre he ſhall be of, ofa Browne 
or Abraham colour , as the Engliſh ; of a Yellow, as the 

= Dane; Flaxen,as the Iriſhy or Blacke,as the Spaniard. 

Inerz.houſe Therwelfth and laſt Houſe, where he ſhall dwell, and 
what neighbours he ſhall have, | 

T hus have I runneover the twelue Celeſtiall Houſes, 
whereby you can intallibly foretell of our goodor bad for- 
tunes, according tothe Nature and Influence of that Pla- 
netthat raigned at our births , in which you are moſt [a- 


'entably deceived; for you ſay,there is no man borne but 
he 


Tc 7, Houſc. 
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| he is borne either vnder an Auſpitious,or Malcuolent Star, 
| and according to that Planets influence he is borne vader, 
| he ſhall chriue and proſper z alſo you ſay, that euery Planer 
hath bur one influence, either good or bad, now that this is 
falſe I inſtantly will proue, | 

] have heard of two brethren that were T wins, now gy, 
thereis no Aſtrologer will deny, 'but thac theſe brethren 
were bornevnder one Conliellation » becauſe they were 
borne within the ſpace of one Minute, and being borne 
vnder a Malcuolent Sarre they mult bee both vaforcunate, 
and yndera ſmiling andftckie Scarre, happy. Butnot long 


after the birth oftheſtT wins there was a Fortune-teller did N* Planer 
hath a double 


calculaterhcir natiuitics, and told the Parents of theſe chil. ;.guence. 
dren that they ſhould both be fortunate, becauſe he percei. 

ued they were borne ynder a fortunate Planer, which pro- 
/ ued contrary tohis preditions: For theſe wanting meanes 
belike to ſupply their wants, being cometo mens eltates, 
did againſt ſome good Time(although they had no Lands 
or Tenements of their owne) take vp other mens rents ei- 
ther on New-market heath, or Salisbury plaine : who for 
thoſe fats,to be ſhort,were taken, carrycd before a lultice, 
by him committed to Priſon, the next Sizes were brought 
to their triall, conuited , condemned, and iudged ro bee 
hanged, Now all this while their Fortunes were equall, 
but contrary tothe Prediftion of the Aftrologer ; but be- 
likeche Starre that rajgned at their birthshad a doudle in» 
fluence, which iscontrary to your writings, for when theſe 
brethren were brovght totheplace ofexecurtion,and ready 
to be turned off, there came areprive for the yongeft, who 
was carryed backe againe to priſon , had his pardon , and 
afrerward became an honeft man ; bur the eldeſt with the 
lofle of his life farished the Law , 

There was another Altrologer did divine, that one Do- 
wells Forobrſcoa notorious thiefe ſhould be hanged, which 
did come forzething nigh his Prediction , for he becing a 
hungry Lazarello de Tormes, robd Market women, and 
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country people of Cheeſe-Cakes , and Butter milke , for 
which fact hee was apprehended and condemned to bee 
hanged: ſa comming to the gallowes, hee (tudied how hee 
might eſcapethat deltinie; at chela(t , ſeeing his time , hee 
flung Ginny - Pepperin the. Hangmans eyes as he came to 
put che no0z2 ouer hisneckelept off che Jadder,and ſhewed 
himſelfe a very nimble foorman, forne ran away, making 
toward the Sea z which was nigh the place of execution, 
and endeuouring to ſwim to faue himſclte from thoſe thar 
purſued him, the Crampe tooke him it the great Toc; and 
fo, whereas by the law of Nations, and the opinion of the 
Aſtrologer hee ſhould haue beene hanged, hee was moſt 
.vafortunately drowned: and thus theſe learned Altrologers 
were decciued. 
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The Figure-Caſter, Al 
mine: ſo forthwith ſet him at libertie, giuing him many 
diſgracefull words, v 28 HALTS t, 5551 

Yet hewſocuertheſe examples touch the reputation of 
choſe that profelle your Art z yet I will not infallibly fay, 
that ſuch things were neuer done,althovugh it be not ordi.. 
narie to doe then :. for it is almoſt incredible to belecue, 
yet I perſwade. my ſclfe that it is true what Zonaras decla- 
reth , That the day before /nhas the Apoſtata dyed, a cer- 
taine man lying in a ſolitaric place by himſelfe, ſaw 2 heape 
of Starres in the Element, which he ſaid did exprelle theſe 
words, Hedie Tulianus in Perlia oceiaitay ; That: this day 
Tnlian the Apoltara is ſlaine in Perſia : and the time being 
| afterwards notcd, it was perfealy knowne that hee dyed 
that day, But this I take to be an extraordinarie reucla- 
. 


Z0uArds, 


tion. 

Another Aſtrologerdid fore-tell a Prelate, an acquain- 
tance of his, that hee: ſhould haue a great fall : Therefore 
the Prelate, that he might be the more ſafe (knowing the 
| Aftrologer to bea learned Man) would 'neuer goe higher 
then the lowelt Roome of his Houſe; would neuer dyne, 
or luppe, bue (it on. the ground z when hee went to bed, 
would-lye on. the ground: ; hoping by this warinelle, to 
change the Poſition of the Starre that did threaten him : 
but ic was in vaine ; for a while after newes was broughe 
him,that he was depoſed of his Biſhoprick: who inſtantly 

ed out , Now the: Aſtrologers PrediQtion is come to 
paſle, for indeed-I canfall'no lower. 

Byron, Marſhall of France, was told by a Wizard, that a pyrus 
Burgandian ſhould'be the death of him : ypon which Pre- 
dition he gaue.cxprefle command, That not a man of that 
? Nation ſhould.come-nigh-him':' but all would not helpe, 
? for hee found the: PrediAtion true, by the Tofle of his 
Head, which a Zargwndian cut off, that was his Execu- 
tioner. Theſe two laſt ſeeme to fauour ſomewhat of 
the Deuills Subtiltics, and the Aﬀtrologers Amphibolo- 
Lies, 
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"There was another Wizard (as It was reported to me oy 
a dd and rare Scholler, as we were diſcourling about 


Altrologic) that ſome twentie yeeres before his death told 


C»ffe our Countreyman , and a molt excellent Grecian, 
that hee ſhould come to an vntimely end : at which, Cuffe 
laughed,andin aſcofhing manner entreated the Aſtrologer 
to | 2 him in what manner he ſhould come to his end x 
who condiſcended to him,and calling for Cards,cntreated 
C»ffe to dravw out of the Packe three, which pleaſed him z 
who did ſo,and drew three Knaues : who (by the Wizards 
direion) layd them on the Table againe with their faces 
downewards, and then told him, if hee deſired to ſee the 
ſamme of his bad fortunes reckoned vp, to take vp thoſe 
Cards one after the other,and looke on the infide of them, 
and he ſhould be truly refolued ofhis future fortunes, Cuffe 
did as he was preſcribed,and firſttook vpthe firſt Card,and 
looking on ic,he ſaw the true portraiture of himſelfe Cape a 
Pehaving men compalling him about with Bills and Hal- 
berds: then he tooke vpÞthe ſecond Card,and there ſaw the 
Tudge that fat vpon him: at laſt, he tooke yp thetaft Card, 
& ſaw Tyborne,the place of his Execution,&the Hangman, 
at which he then laughed heartily; but many yeres after,bc- 
ing condemned for Treaſon,he remembred thefatall Pre<- 
dition oftheWizard,6& before his deathrevealed it to fome 
of his friends. If chis be trueit was more then Aſtrology,and 
no better then flat Sorcery or Coniuring,whichis diuclliſh. 
There was another (with whom I will end) that was cold 
by a Scholler,that he ſhould hauehis braines beaten out: but 
he was ſo warie of himſelfe, that he would notIlyein a houſe 
for feare the roofe ſhould fall on his head, reſolving to lye 
in a Tent; but that reſolutien laſted not long;for he durſt 
not truſt himſelfe there, for feare the great Pole, that went 
crotſeouerit, ſhould knock him on the head: then he reſol- 
ued to lyevnder ſome Tree, but then he feared,it he ſhould 
fall aſleepe in a windy night,the Trec might fall on him. He 
durit not gee into any Towneleft a Tyle ſhould crack his 
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thoſc ſhe hated,diſcontent and melancholy, Her blindneſle 
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crowne: ſo that what place ſocuer he went inte,he ſtill was 
very wary of himſclfc, Ac thelalt, as he was walkingin a tot 
Summers day in the ficlds,he was forced topur off his Har, 
and having a bald Head, a {trange Bird that was in the Ele- 
ment hauing an Oyſter in her claw, thinkipg it to be ſome 
white ſtone, let it fall on his head,& ſo beat out his braines, 


Thus for all his care & prouidencehe came to his vntimely 


end,and fulfilled che Prediftion of the Aſtrologer,or rather 
Coniurer,if the Tale be truc,which I ſcarce belecue. 

Thug Sir you ſee I will not ſo much difparage your black 
Art, as to ſay, that you cannot fore-tcll of things to come, 
calculate Natiuities,or do {trange things, though not by it, 
but by the helpe of the Deuill,who abuſech you: bur I fay 
they ought not to be done, becauſe as S. Jerome {aich, you lift Ierom.me lor, 
vp your {elfe againlt the knowledge of God, giving your/?77 Propberen 
ſelues to a fained Art,imputing cuery accident that happens "1" 

in a yeere,or an age, to the rifing or ſetting of Starres, thin- Greg.in Homelie 
king that humane affaircs are managed by the courſe & fal- Epphone ac. 
ling of the Starres,and while you promiſc health co others, "*** _— 
you are ignorant of your own puniſhments. Againhefaith, ;,.x; So 
That to ſceke out the courſe of the Starres,& thecuents that Magi viderune 
follow them,is the ſcandal of Egypr,& plain Idolatry.S. Am- im Orient Nato 
broſe faith, He that thinks to expreſle the feucrall qualities of 2mm os 
Nativities,& will tell what diſpoſition the child ſhalbe of as - + 3a 
ſooneas it is borne,is botha villanous & vaine man,becauſe «,;. 

it is molt wicked & impoſhble to do.S. Awgnſtine faith,That Ambreſ. In 4 
theſe Aﬀtrologers & Southſayers hold, that sll things good 4 Here. 
or bad happen by Fortune,which is moſt wicked 8&Heathe- * _—_— 
niſh; forthe Gentile called Fortuna,Dea,ora Diuine Power, 
not confideriog any mans merits, but gaue riches tooneand 
miſery to another, Andthe betterto expreſſcher,they made 
her Image according-tathe forme of a Woman, fitting in 
the middle of a Wheele,alwayes turning it, having the right 
ſide of her face bright;the left obſcurc,yer both blindzfhew- 
Ing,that thoſe ſhe fauoured, were merry and iocund, bue 
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ſhewed the indifference both of the good and bad: by the 
Wheele, they did ſhew the prodigious change of this vn- 
conltant, Goddelle z which is impious,and again(t all Chris 
ſtian Faich.; for wee ought to conlider, that all the ill that 
happens tovs, haue their originall from our ſinnes,and all 
the benefits and good that comes tovs,from the mercies of 
God, and not from his or that malcuolent or ſmiling Star, 
or fromthe frown or {mile of Fortune, 

But if you will haue theſe accidents good, or bad, that 
happen in a minute of an houre, and ſometimes in larger 
and lellerdiſtances of time to Fortune, ſhee is very predo- 
minant among vs, and like. one of the moſt powertulleſt 
Planets raignes and rules over our Natiuicies-and Afﬀaires. 
For it is ſome mens fortune to be Citizens, ſome againe to 
be Cuckolds ; ſome mens fortune to be Courtiers,ſome to 
be Flatcerers z ſome to be Schollers, ſore to be Fooles z 
{ſome to be Lawyers, ſome to be Knaues; ſome to be Viu- 
rers, ſome to be Deuils; ſome to'be Captaines,ſome to be 
Cowards; fome to be Beggars, ſome to be Alchymiſts ; 
ſome to be Heires,ſome _ Fooles; ſome tobe younger 
Brothers,& ſome to be Wiſe-men.Apain;it hath bin-many 


_ a Gallants good fortune to haue a-þraue Sute:of Clothes 


on his back onthe morning,yet it hath bin his bad fortune 
to-haue them in the Lumbard before night: ic hath 'beene 
many honeſt mens good fortune to hauea faire Wite, yet it 
hath becne his bad fortune, net to:know truly-how many 
Children he hath had!by herot his ©wne-gettinp. Tt-hath 
beene many a ——_——_—— 'fortune-(asrthey ſay) ro 
kill. hiszenemic inthefield;yetitihachibeenc his bat fortune 
to be hang 


ed for it theincxtScilions. 

Thus you fce your Goddetle Foromne hath a greet predoe 
minance over this /lower World the catth ; yet howſoever, 
1 will not belecuc thefe things happen by fortune, and the 
meere influenceof the Starres:z therefore let all men auoid 
__ this opinion caufeth:many'to affirme there is no 
300, ; 
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Saint Auguſtine will not allow of your Aſtrologie , but Atrology no 
calleth it a meere vanitie ; and thoſe that profelle it, ene- At buta va- 
mies ofthe Truth: heſaith , that the divell 61ſt found out _— ; 
this Art,and thoſe that are curiousin ic areenemies to God, TY 
becauſe it breeds many ſuperſtitious opinions in men and m cpirils 
women,eſpecially the ancienteſt, which they holdas cano. q#1 & in 
nicall, vi Wa lawfull to bee obferued'and followed as any ſine Capitt, 


part of the Scripture,of which I willreckon vp ſome, 


———— 


A 


= 


A CATALOGVE OF MANY SV- 
perſtirious Ceremonies, eſpecially old men and 
women hold , which were firſt found out and inuen- 

ted by Figure-Caſters, Cunning.Men and Women 
in Heine ages, yet tothis day arc held for cere 
talncandtrueobſcruations, 


I Mat if any thing beloft among ſt a company of (eruantr, 
with the truke of the Sine andthe Sherres, it may be 


fonnd out againe, and who ſtole it. 


2 That Toothaches, Agnes, Cramps, and Feuerc, and mary 
ot ber diſeaſes may bee healed by mumbling a few firange moras 
oner the head of the diſeaſed. 

3 That by a certaine tuft of haire growing on. the ſoremuſ} 


part of a maus forchrad,it may be knowne whether be ſrall bee a 


widaower or no. 
4 That a mas may know whats a locks ,onely bya Ring and 


aſiluer Beaker. | 

5 That it is very ill lucke to haue-a Hare-croſſe one in the 
high way. 

6 That tohaue yellow ſpeckics on the nailes of ones band 11 a 


great /igne of death, 


7 That whenthe left checke burnes , #t ic a ſipne ſome bodte 


talker well of yma,but if the right cheekeburnerut #14 ſrgne of ut. 
-— 04 8 That 


ths. eds A. mn. 0 OI 


8 That when 4 mans noſe bleeds but 4 drop or two, that it is 
a ſigne of ill lacke. 

' 9 That when a mans woſe bleeds but one dropyand at the left 
Wi'h' | nofiril,st 11 a figne of good [nckezbat on therightel, 
gi! 6 10 That if a man ſiumbler ina morning as ſoone as he comer 
):1s out of dores,it 154 ſigne of il lacks. 
18:18 11 Thatif aman walkirg tn the ficlds, finde any foure-leaned 
-4\' graſſe,he ſhall in a ſmall while after finde ſame good thing. 

©: 12 That it is hot goa £0 PMI On A WOW [kts Pure ones nailer, or 
q: begin any thing ona Childermas day. 
li! '" I 3 Thatif a manbe drow(1egtt 154 /igne of ill lucke, 
14 That it i aſigne of ill lucke to finde money, 

Is That is naught for a manor women to loſe their hoſe 

Garter. 

16 That iti; 4 very unfortunate thing for 4a wan to meete 
earlyin a morning aniifauonred man or wonan, 6,rongb-footed 
Hens ſhag-haird Dogge,or ablacke Cat. 

17 That is afigneof death to ſore tn that houſe,where Cric* 
kets hane bin many yeerer,5f on a ſudden they forſake the Chimes 
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18 That if a man dream of eg or fire, he fhall beare of anger. 
19 Thatto dreame of the denill is good luck. | 
20 That tedreame of gold good lucke but of filner ill. 
21 That if amaube bornis the day time he ſhal be unfortunate 
22 Thatifachild be bornewith a Cauic onhis head, he ſhall 
be very fortunate, | 
23 That when the palme of the right hand itcheth, it is 4 
for end ſigne be ſhall recetwe money. 
2 4 That it ir a preat ſigne of ill lucke , if Rats Cnaw 4 mans 
cloather. 
25 Thatit is naught for any manto gine 4 paire of kuins to bis 
"ſweetheart for feare it ents away all lone that is betweene ther, 
26 Thatit is ul lncke to have the Saltſeller fall towards yos. 
27 That if the Beere fallnext 4 manzit ira ſigne of goodInck, + 
28 Thatifa Candle burne blew, it is aſigne therew a ſpirit 
the houſeor not farrefrom it, - 
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29 That when the Cat waſhath her face oner her care, wee 
ſpall hane great ſtore oframe. 
30 Thee 
il lncke. 
31 That when a maninoſe itcheth>it is aſigne be ſrall drinks 
WING 
32. T hat if yonr lips itch,you foall kiſſe ſome body. 
33 That it ir aver) ilſigne tobe Melancholy. 

Theſe,and a thouſand more asvaine as theſe, I could 
reckon yp, wete it not that I ſhould maketoo long a di- 
ome from my matter z with which ſo many. people arc 
o deepcly beſotted , that a whole Vniverſitie of Dvctors 
cannot roote theſe ſuperſtitious obſeruations out of cheir 
minde:for what an idlenesis it in them, to thinke that there 
t5cither any Bonnm or Aſalam emexin theſe things ? whatil 
lucke can there be in it, when a Hare erofleth you, except it 
1s yourill lucke not to catch her,or when you have cavghe 
hergto let hergo againe ? (as the Welchman did, ) what ill 
lucke can it beto a man to [tumble in a morning,except he 
fall dowa 6 breake his noſe? whatill lucke can there be in 
finding mony,exceptit be counterfer ? but if it be curranc E 
cannot be per{waded if he that takes it vp be not as asvery a 
foole as Tohwof the Hoſpitall(thatcould not abide money ) 
will take it forill lucke, butifit be ill lucke;- God fend nie 
thatill Incke euery day, Whartill lucke is there in loling a 
Hoſe garter,except it be to puta man to the charge to buy 
a new payre? So that Icannot picke out any thing in theſe 
obſcruations why they ſhould bee (1gnes of good or badde 
lucke, Therefore I cannotperſwade my ſclfe, but you and 
ſuch Figure-flingersas you;that ſowe the ſuperſtitious ſeeds 
inthe hearts of credulous: people, isonely to get to your 
{clues praiſe, buteſpeciall money, And you haue not ones 
ly ſcattered theſe in or about the Citic, but inthe Country : 
for many Townes: haue becne peltered with theſe Wile» 
men, before the Lawes prepared whipping Polts,Stocks, 


and-.Honſcs. of Correftion for them, for theſe Rogues 


beforc 
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if a horſe ſtumble on the highway, # ir aſigne of 
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before this preparation for them, would appearc in thevil. 
lages in the likencile of Gypſies, which word indeed is deri- 
ucd from the e/£gyprians , but by corruption of the congue 
are called Gypſies : and that = might be thought to come 
of the itlue of chat Sun-burnt Generation,they with Herbs 
and Plants for the purpoſe would venome their 8kins, and 
with Oakers diſcolour their faces ; and then for Bread, 
Beere, and Bacon, Checſe,eſpecially for money, wauld vn. 
dertaketo tell poore Maide-ſeruants their Fortunes, which 
ſhould be ſure to be good , becauſe they would be ſureof 
good reward,and theſe poore lilly creatures ſeeing them to 
be blacke and ill tauoured people,and it may be hearing be- 
fore of ſome as wiſcas themſclues, ofthe Gypſies cunning, 
would cafily beleeue that they were Cunning men , and 
doe (trange things. And it is a great Folly and Madneſle 
of many,who neuer ſeca tawny viſaged maen,with a blacke 
curled head of haire (eſpecia!ly, if he be ſcholler, or profetle 
himſclfe to be one) butthey will thinke heis a Cunning 
man and a Coniurer. | 

Bucif they alwayes hold this to be true, they may as well 
fay,that none dwell at the Kings head but Princes , nor at 
Quecenes head but Ladics,none at the Popes head but Here- 
tickes, none at the Biſhups head but Diuines, none at the 
Maidenhead but Virgins, none at the Bull head but Hor= 
ners,none at the Rams head but Butchers, none at the Sa- 
raz:zns head but Heathens, and none at the Nagges 
head but Horſcourſerszall which is moft abſurd to belecue: 
for if all thoſe that haue blacke heads or faces were Coniu- 
rers , then all Chimney Sweepers were Negromancers. 
Therefcrel pittic the blinde ignorance of many Country 
people,and warnethem to take heede of theſe Rogues that 


This was di/i» couſen whole townesasthey come through, as by thistrue 
uered tro me by diſcourſe following ſhall appeare. 


the month of 
Bell bimfelfe, 
Iaylor of Ip. 


Not many yeares ſince there came a Crew of theſe 
Hedgecreepers trooping through Eſſex, telling Fortunes 


as they-went:but at thelaſt, the Conſtable by the vertue of 
his 
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his Office,&the Statute againſt theſe Rogues, apprehended 
them,and brought them before a Iuſtice, who committed 
them to 1p/wirch Tayle, there to continue while next Sizes, 
In the meanc time,one William Bell (that in my minde had 
bin fir to haue bin hanged yp for his Roguery) being then 
Jaylor , knowing the limplicitie of many ef the Townes. 
mens wiues , daughters ,, and feruants, and the ſubtiltie of 
thoſe Rogues vnder his Cultody, came to them, telling 
tiiem , that if they would bee as priuate as hee would !be 
conſtant,he would lay a plot how they and himſelfe would | 
get the belt part of twenty Marke,clecrein their purſes, be= A Comp: & 
forethe Sizes; belides,a purchaling of their libertie, Theſe I a 
Travellers at the firlt doubted , but at condeſcend to him, 4 mag 84: 
eclling he ſhould hauea full halfe ſhare of whatſocuer they FP 
got by ating that Comedy. Bell vpon this drew a large 

note of the names of the chicfeſt men and women in the 

Towne , their Complexions , Statures, the Colour and 

Faſhion of their Cloathes they ware , in what Streete they 

dwelt, at whatSigne , what Suiters they had before they 

were marryed, of what eſtate he was that marryed any wo= 

man, whether he werea Widdower or aBatchler, how ma- 

ny children he hath had by her, how many Gitles , how 

many Boyes, it Rey had any children before they were 
marryed; and whatſocuer worthy of note, (many ycere be- 

fore had hapned)he {et downe in that Bill which he gave to 

the © neene of Fairies, I meane; the ancienteſt of thoſe ſhee 
Cunny-catchers to reade over, anddiligently to peruſe, 

charging them neuer to anſwer to any thing that was askt 

them vpon the ſudden, but to withdraw themſclues into a 
roome;through which Bell had made hole with an Auger, 

that they might looke out and view thoſe that were in the 

next roomezthat came to know their Fortunes; and when 

they had taken full notice ofthem,and what had happened 

them by the notice of the Bill, then to come openly to 
them,and cell them firſt what had befallen them,which was 


true ; and what ſhould happen to them , which was _ 
H alle, 
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50 The Figure-Cafier, 
falſe. Now this Taylor, this Setter,this Cunny-catcher Belt, 
whetheſcforward ſchollers had learnt this letTon perfely 

went down into the town,'as his order was cuery afternoon 

to loine Ale-houſe or other , but now did eſpecially chulſe 

one, where a very beleeuing olde woman dwelt, that had 

giucn many a Dubble jug of Beere and Ale to ſuch Rogues 

that had ſtopt her mouth full of lyes : and long after hee 

' had entred into this drinking Schoole , and after a little 
diſcourſe with a company of countrey Corridons that fate 

there tipling, he told them, that hee had a company of the 
ſtrangelt men and women in his priſon that he euer heard 

of, for without any asking they had told him of many 

things that happened many yeeres before hee kept a priſon, 

and iince hee kepta priſon , how many priſoners hee loſt, 

what mea they were , what time of the yeere they brake 

out, on What day, and when hee found them againe, 

This begat no ſmall credice in them that heard him, but 
eſpeciallyin the olde woman , who as thenature of anti- 

ent pcople is, could not keepe newes long , told it to 

two or three of her neighbours, they to fortie more, ſo 

that Bel/rreport inn few howres flew vppe and downe the 

Towne , and tooke ſuch deepe roote in the mindes of 

moſt of the people , thae many ofthem could not bee at 

relt wl.iic they had ſeene them, and then vnder the colour 

of ſeeing them, to know their Fortunes . Many repay- 

red thither, asking many queſtions of thele wiſe Knaves, 

and Whores, who atthefirlt would not bee drawne to tell 

them any thing; ſo withdrawing themſclues into their 

piluate Chamber, where they through the hole made for 

them a purpoſe , might take particular notice of all of them 

-and when according to the direRtion of their Bill, did 

know euerie- man and womans name there , and what 

c had happened to them , at the Iaſt, they would come 
ſtealing out againe , and call euery man and woman 
dy their names , tell them where they dwelt; and at 
what Signe , and whiſper the women in their _ 
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them to laugh ; ſo that theſe countrey people hearing 
themſelues named of them that neuer ſaw them be- 
fore, and told them of things that had beene done 
many yeeres before, wondred at them , and gaue them 
money, ſent them meate every day to dinner and ſup. 
per, ſaying , ic was pittie ſuch skilfull people as they 
ſhould not bee prouided for, fo that for the ſpace of 
five weckes they were vilited more then all the Cun- 
nycatching Knaues about London : for there was not 
a Mayde that had gotten a clappe before ſhee was mar- 
ryed , a young Strippling that had got a Wench with 
childe, or any Farmer, or Townfimnan that had loſt his 
Purſe, or Horſe, or Sheepe many yeeres before, but 
would repayre to thoſe Gypfier {o that ſome gavethem 
wrought Handkerchers, Gloues, Purſes and Kniues, 
Money , and more Meate and Drinke, then twentic 
more of them could eate, and when the Sizes came, 
by meanes they made to the Iuſtices , procured their 
libertic , yet thought themſelues much beholding to 
them, not dreaming that any of theſe things were re- 
uealed to them by Be/!, who for his ſhare in the ſpace of 
three weekes , had got twenty marke cleare to himſelfe, 
which his knauery and the Gypſies roguery pickt out of the 
Town{ſmens pockets, 

Thelike roguery doth one (that goeth vnder the name 
of a Captaine) vie, who with the trickes and {Icights o 
legerdemaine, he doth on the Cards foole many people out 
oftheir money , making them belecue hee can finde things 
out by Art, that when his owne conſcience knowes is 
farre from the knowledge or grounds of Aftrologie, as 
hee from honeltie , and if I were to talke or diſpute 
with him, I would confute him in the ſtrongeſt arguments 
he could produce to prouchisskillzand to his face boldly iu- 


Rifle that he is buta meere Impoſtor, and can doc nothing 
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withouttheayde and help of ſuch aknaue as himſelfe, who 
haue found out many things betwin them before they haue 
Leenc loit;who hrit lay plots to haue things conueyed a» 
way,then take money to finde them againe. If you, nor the 
world will belceuethis, let them but looke into Newgate 
books & they ſhal find he (toodin the Pillory for ſuch Ro 
gucries, hauing this faire inſcription written ouer his head 
in Capitall Lecters, FOR COVSENAGE, But 
will come backe againe to the matter I treated of before, 
which was of your cunning Aſtrologers, that ean do thelc 
pretty trickes and ſleights by Art, 

Saint Angnſtime calleth your Art a Sacraligious foolery, 
an valearned learning, and a kinde of fornication with the 
Soule, 

Saint Jerome makes mention that Pope Alexander the 
third, handing a Prielt that found out a Thiefthat had robd 
the Church,by cheinſpeRtion into his Altralobe, ſuſpended 
him from hisorder for that fact for aycere together, ſaying, 
i: was a molt haynous ſinne fora man of his order, to ex- 
erciſe tuch an vnlawfull ſtudy , although it were for the 
g00d of the Church, | 

Thus Sir , you ſee your Art is forbidden concer- 
ning telling of Fortunes, or finding out things that are 
tolt,&&c. And in forbidding the practiſe of this Art,is alſo 
cncluded all choſe for whomit is praftiſed , for many peo- 
picin theſe dayes cannot breake his Shinnes, haue his Noſe 
bleede, loſe a gameat Cards, heare a Dogge howle, or a 
Cat wawle, but inſtantly they will runueto the Calculator, 
and have hinvturne ouer his Ephemreides,and his Annuall 
Calenders, ſtufcfull oflies and ſuperlliciousodſeruations., 
[ will counſell all choſe therefore, that would know their 
Fortunes, tolooke into that Euerlaſting Calender, the fa- 
cred Bible,for the Aſtrology they ſhall learne there, neuer 
tels falſe, bur will certifie them that the cauſe of their ill 
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their ReſurreRion and Saluation , and the true condition 
of Winter, that is Death and Damnation, If they (tudy this 
booke,they will quickly learne to be excellent Calculators, 
and lcarne what will become of them if they doeill, and - 
what if they live well, it will tell chem the Cauſes and the 
Cures of cuery diſcaſe that doth infe the Soule. Yet for all 
this,it is the true condition,rather ſuperſtition of the world, 
to put their confidencerather in ARtrologicall fallacies,then 
in the Holy Ghoſts verities , drawing from the Starresthe 
events of future contingences, aſcribing what goodſoeuer 
befals vs to the influece of fom lucky Planet, & nor v0 Gods 
Mercies;6c what miſchict ſocuer the to polition of ſome ma. 
leuolent Starre , and notto our linnes, we putour conti- 
dence in Aftrologers, Starres, and Planets for a few expzri- 
ences,and neuer hate them for their innumerable fallacies: 
but this is eſpetially heredetary to women , becauſe by ſuc- 
ccllion itcame from their mother Exe , who by her vice of ity worren 
curiolitie or leuitie, or admirable facilitic rather then fatui- *! + ey fojs 
tieqwas deceiued by the Serpent, indeliring to know fu- Cp... 
ture things, which folly deſcends naturally to women,who ; 
will rather belecue a Mathematictan then a Diuine ; ſo that 
theſe Calculators if among hundred errors they happen but 
vpon one truth, then without any ſuſpition they may Iye ,,, 
a thouſand times after , yet theſe fooliſh, credulous, and * 
Applecating women will belecuethem, 
| Sebaſtian that writ bitterly againlt Altrologers , ſayth, vbaſtians 
itisan Artagainſt tke Law of God, and full of deceite and con muration of 
villany: for ſayth hee, Gyeto any Doctor of the Mathe- Attologers. 
matickes, and tell him thou haſt had very ill luckeall thy 
lifetime,and defirehim to tell thee vynder what Planet thou 
wert borne, and no doubt his anſwer will bee , tharthou 
were borne either vnder malitious Mars; or that Sa» 
tarne was Apoſtaticall and retrograde: when you haue 
beene with him, then goe to another and tell him that 
you hauec had yery good Fortune , and defire him to tell 
H 3 thec 
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thee what Starre raigned at thy birth, and it will be very 
ſtrange, if he doe not tell thee as the.fir{t did, eyther vn- 
der lars, or Saturne z who to prove himlelte an Artilt, 
will curne ouer huge Volumes , by which hee will ſhew, 
thac icis necctiatie that you mult haue good fortune, be- 
ing borne vader thoſe Starres the firſt {aid wereill, and in 
a Circle drawne together in euery part , by which hee 
will rake diuers and ſundric occalions to ſpeake any 
thing, Now it they chance to mitle in their PrediQti- 
ons, they hauc a prettie eualion to ſhunne the ſuſpition of 
Lying, which they draw from the interrogatoric part of 
Altrologie, 

The opinion of Aſtrologers is, when the mind of Man 
is * Gae. ; to the delire of knowing any thing z that ſude 
denly it cannot be done by eicRtion, or conſultation , but 
the influence of a Conſtellation that houre conlilting in 
Heaucn, And when any man conſults with an Aſtrolo 
ger, by a Figure in Heauen the houre of Interrogation be« 
ng found out, the Aſtrologer can anſwer truely of any 
thing ſought for, or demaunded :; As whether an abſent 
tricnd be aliue or dead if a Legate or Mctlenger, that 1s 
ſent into any Countrey,ſhall returne home againe ſafe and 
well, and whether hee ſhall diſpatch that matter hee went 
about proſperouſly, and an innumerable many of other 
things,that humane curiolitie doth doubt of : to which 
ſometimes they may anſwer truely, although they often 
Ie, and are neuer found fault with for it ; tor they haue 
found out a way, whereby they can ſufficiently excuſe 
themſelues to thoſe that are ignorant and ſimple in 
theſe things, For they ſay, That if any man, beeing 
doubtfull of any thing, doth with a naturall motion and 
radicall intention aske them any thing , that then. they 
can relolue them of any Queſtion they aske, Now if 
they mitle , and cannot anſwer direftly and truely to 


what was propounded to them , thgn they fay, that = 
| OY that 


t.—_—— 


— 


<= CGI eE——_—_— ———_—— m——_— 


1 


WA 


The Fienre-Caſter. 

that askt thae Queſtion, did it not with any naturall mo- 
tion, or any firme or radicall intention to bee refolued, 
but onely to trie their Art, Thus oftentimes they de- 
cciue, and are decciued in their anſwers ; not by any de» 
feR chat is in their Art, but by che leuitie of him that did 
aske the Queſtion : and thus they excuſe themſclues. 
Which are micere tricks for cualion, and haue no ground 
at all from reaſon, 
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But I admire what excuſe the eZoyptian and Chat: chllsi Aro- 


dean Altrologers could finde, when among ſuch an infi- {ogr Nabnibodon 


nite number of them, not one of them could truely an-", _ \ pen 
1 , ICEOVEC MEG UISS 
ſwer touching the Dreames of Pharach and Nabruchad-! 1 


nezzar , When Joſeph and Darmiel could an{wer directly ? 


Doe you thinke this was done by any inſpection , or Feyptiaci Divi- 
peeping into any Altrolobe , or obſeruing any Con- 
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Vim, 


Almightie God ; therefore ic was palt the Rules of your ,,,,;, 


Art,- 


themſclues very much ; which is, by the obferuations of 
the Heauens to know, if it be fit or conuenient for a man 
to trauell,or doe any other bulinelle in : which is molt ſu- 
perſtitious and diabolicall. For they will not haue a man 
cate, drinke, be merry, take Piylicke, or trauell, marry, 
loyne friendſhip, ſend forth a Metenger , buy, fcll, put 
on new Clothes , begin the Alchyniſts Worke , ſet 
Boyes to Schoole, goe to Law, Hawke, Hunt, Fith, 
or goe to the Bathe, but they will haue them doe it vn- 
der ſome Conltellation, and will ſet forth Rules when to 


doe: theſe things, and when not, If they can doe theſe - 


things, I wonder they doe not ſet forth a Rule, and 
chuſe an Houre and Conſtellation, vader which a man 
may dye well, and auoid Hell fire, and enioy the ioyes 
of Heaven : but I thinke their Art hath nothing to doe 


with this. . | 
Yet- 


- 


There is another neat D:luſion, whereby they benefit 


res Joinms- 
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{tcllation ? No: for it was done by the reuelation of 5”, 
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Yet I will not denye , but that the Influences of the 
Starres haue an operation in the differences of Bodyes : 
for what is wore belonging to the Body, then to exerciſe 
Husbandry, to cut downe Timber for Building, while it 
35 not too tull of ſappe,and to obſcrue the Times and Sea 
ſons when they ſhould be done? | 

But thoſe obſcruers of time are to be laught at,that will 

x | not goe out of their Houſe before they haue had counſell 

of their Almanacke, and will rathec haue the Houſe fall on 
thcir heads, then (tirre, if they note ſome naturall effect a. 
bout the motion of the Aire, which they ſuppoſe will yaric 
the luckie blaſts of che Starres, that will not marry,or traf- 

Cornica 1mi= fique,or doe the like,but vnder ſome Conſtellation, Theſe 

1:10 26.4.,7- ſyre are no Chriſtians : becauſe faithfull men ought not 

Pinine Provis to doubt, that the Divine Prouidence, fromany part of the 

: neut%, World,or from any Time whatſocuer,is abſent, Therefore 
wee ſhould not impute any ſecular bufineſſe to the power 
of the Starres, but to know, that all things are diſpoſed by 
the arbitrement of the King of Kings, 

The Chriſtian Faith is violated , when fo like a Pagan 
and Apoſtata any man doth obſerue thoſe dayes which are 
called e/£gypriact, or the Calends of /anxarie , or any 
Moneth, or Day, or Time , or Yeere, eyther to travel], 
marry,or to doe any thing in : for whoſoener he be that 
belecues theſe things , hath erred from the Chriſtian Faith 
and Baptiſme. 

Saint AzenFine in his Enchiridion ſayth , That it is a 
great offence for any man, to obſerue the time and courſe 
of the Moone when they plant any Trees, or ſowe an 
Corne : for he ſayth, none purs any truſt in them, but they 
that worfhipthem,belecuing there is ſome diuine powerin 
them ; thinking,that the polition of ſome Star thought to 
haue an influence in them according to thoſe things they 
beleeue concerning the Natiuities of men, This methinkes 
on molt imple and ridiculous ; for thus I will argue againſt 
them, It 
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If this be true which they hold, chat it is good to ſowe 
Corne yvndecr ſuch a luckie Conltcllation, what is the rea- 
ſon then, that after the Corne that is ſcattered on the Earth 
by the laborious hands of the Husbandman , that after ſo 
inuch Graine iscome vp together, looke greene together, 
ripen together, and fit for the Sickle, that ſome of ic is 
blaſted, ſome quice choakt vp , ſome deuoured by Birds, 
ſome by Bealts, ſome trodden downe, and ſome of the 
eares pluckt from their {talkes by men that come by that 
ficld they grow in? how comes it to palle then I ſay, that 
ſome of this ſhould goe ſafely into the Barne, and ſome of 
it againe be deuourcd and ſpoyled ? which mee thinkes 
ſhould not be,if the ſame Conltellation vnder which it was 
ſowneghad but one Influence, which ſhould be gocd, and 
not a ſecond,which was bad, 

But I will now let theſe things palle (becauſe I make 
no doubt but I haue fkrongly confuted them ) 2nd come 
to the laſt, but the wicked part of Altrologie ; which con« 
cernes the making of Aftrologicall Images , and to what 
purpoſe they are made : where I will ſhew, they haue no 
force or vertue from any Starre or Con(tellation, but that 
che Deuill worketh about chem, and in them , cauſing 
chem to be made vnder a Conltellation, that the impictie 
of their [dolatry may the more ſecretly be hid. 
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The vanitie of Aſtrologers about 
their Images, 


I" He Fabricke of Aftrologicall Images are made vnder 
a: ccrtaine Conſtellation , eyther to auoid hurtfull 
things,orto intice profitable things,for to diucrs vics they 
are made. Some are made for the deſtruQtion of ſome 
things: as if yoa would remoue a Scorpion from a place, 
you mult catue the figure of ſome Scorpien eitherin Stone, 
 Wood,er kongnder lome congentantConſualtyionond 
| I inſcribe 
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58 The Figure-Caſter. 


inſcribe on it an eff:uall Name, figaifying the Name of 
r1e thing that is to be auoided, and the Name of the Sign e 
alcending,and of the like in diuers parts of the Image, wi th 
many other obſeruations, which for breuity ſake I will no w 
let patle, Fora contrary effeR, you mi haue a contrar 
Conltcllation, and a contrary Operation , as in the like 'f 
mages pertayning to Loue, Enmitie, Health, or the like, 
And alchough there are many effefts cauſed by theſe Ima- 
No Virtus tma- BS, as Experience teacheth vs, yet they are miſerably de- 
gims fed eper4- ceived,that thinke it done by the vertue of any Conltella- 
. |, calves 7% tion, when it is done by the meere operation of the Deuill: 
aucit rectum. t 
For not the vertue of the Image, but the operation of the 
Deuill, worketh the effet, And learned Awerroz writing 
againſt Algaze/ the Aſtrologer, fayth, That theſe Images 
haue no vertue from the Stacres, becauſe artificiall things 
are not capable of any influence,neyther are they any cauſe 
of a naturall operation : For Qualitie is in the Predicae 
ment of Ao. An Image therefore made of any carthly 
ſubſtance, is nothing but a matte Efhigics, and capable of 
no Action. 

And in like manner,thoſe Images that are buried in the 
mid{t of the place where their operations are expeed, 
arc contrary to naturall reaſon, And other things that are 
cbſerued in them, fhew as great vanitie ; as, when ſome 
mens Names mult be written with the left hand,ſome with 
the right ; ſome Images muſt be buried with their faces 
vpwards, ſome with their feet vpwards: which areall Ggnes 
rather of a Compact with the Devill, then any other natu= 

' rall cauſe; as in the Negromanticke Images of Angels, or 
rather of cheir inſcription'of Devills, and other vnknowne 
A Compa® Names and CharaQters, Alſo,the vieof their Suffomigati- 


(FL 


with the DE gng and Invocations are ſignes of a Compatt and League 


_ with the Devill, 
' The prodigious impietic of the Dowinicke Fryers in the 
Fabricke of theſe Images, wonld make a HiRtoric bigger 


then the fads: for they haue made by their Magicall tricks 


WCes 


Ss Os oe IE ———m— 


pe. — Fon wm 
TM 4 4 « W z , ' PP "2 or, *7 he 


a 4 — —_— 


« \L 


Jn 


Ce. eee rt —_ 


tt 
—— 


— 
—_— — 


WT: joure- Caſtey. 


weeping Statues, by which they wrought many Miracles, 
whieh they learne of the Prieſts of the Idols of the Gemeler, 
Who haue deceiued many, as may appeare by the Alexan- 
4rian Statues, deſtroyed by the Chriſtians : for when they 
ouerthrew the Phane of Syraps,, there were Images found 
both of Wood and Bratle, whoſe inward parts were made 
hollow, and wich inſtruments were faſtened to the Rootes 
of their Churches and Temples, from whence they ſpake. | 

And fince the time of Poperie, there haue beene found 
in Churches Images that haue had eyes put in by Artzthat 
would weepe and let drops of bloud trickle downe their 
faces, {weat bloud, and would twinckle with their eyes to 
the people bythe helpe of inſtruments,and would wrythe 


their heads and neckes backward and forward, according 


tothe will of the Prieſts that- inuented them,to beguile the 
people, and to enrich themſelues, Theſe Puppets had no 
Tongues, but onely moued and flirred, making lignes to 
the people, many of which, the Cardinalls erected, and a» 
dorned, and cominended, to inſtruct the people: which 
were nothing but deceits and tricks of theſe holy and re- 
ligious Fathers, (till co detaine the people in ignorance,and 
that they ſhould not ſmell out their knauerie. 

Allo,many of theſe Scab-ſhin Fryers(when any rich man 
died, that had left their Abbeyes and Monalterics nothing 
to feed their fat guts with) would place ſome of their Ac- 
complices in a Vaule they had made of purpoſe vnder the 
dead Mans Tombe : fo that when any cf his' ſonnes or 


kindred came (as the cultome in choſe times was) to pray 


for the Soule of their deceaſed father ,-or kinſman, they 


ſhould heare a dreadfull yoyce vnder the Sepulchre,telling 


him, it was the Spirit of him that: was but lately buryed 
there, and that his Soule could neuer be at re(t, while fuch 
(the Fryers had moſt minde co) were giuen to the Mona« 


fterie ; ſo that the blind\people belceuing this co be the 
Spirit of their father, or kinſman , weuld inſtantly goe 


| home, and confirme thoſe Lands on their Monalterie. 
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Thus poore ſoulcs,they were often deluded by ſuch coun- 

terfeitvoyces of ſome ſubtill Fryer,or as knautſh a compa- 

nion of their Fraternitic, Therefore if there be any in theſe 

dayes (cſpecially old Men and Women) that belceue the 

Soules or Spirits of the dead walke, let them but reade the 

Scriptures,and they ſhall find it to be molt falſe ; for that 

aftirmcs, that the Soules of the good inltantly goe to Hea- 

uen,and of the bad inſtantly to Hell ; therefore their Spirits 

cannot wander. Againe,the Soule thatis in Heaucn minds 

no carthly matter; and ic was neuer knownegthat any Soule 

euer returned out of Hell, for the Poets themſclucs ſay, 
Nullns redditurius ab Orco. | 

But theſe Images and Tricks of the Fryers do but reſem- 

ble che Statues of Negromancers, made with great toyle 

Eryer Bc, and labour. For Fryer Bacon was many yeeres, before hee 

Alberrus 45> could make his Head ſpeake. And the Image of Albertus 

"— Aagnus was to be wondred at, which hee made in the full 

and perfe ſhape of a Man, who with the Wheeles and 0. 

ther Engines that he had cunningly & artificially wrought 

in it, made it ſpeake and pronounce words as diſtinly, as 

it they did procced from a man induced with ſence and rea- 

T:ow.45 Aqui fon. This Statue, when Thomas Aquinas was ſent into his 

PAs. Chamber where it lay hid, heard ic ſpeake very articulately: 

which when he heard, then looking for it, and finding it, 

and viewing it very ſcriouſly, at laſt ſtrucke it with a Club, 

and brake jt all to pieces, Which when A4!berrus heard and 

ſaw,he cryed out and ſaid; Themas,thou halt deſtroyed the 

worke of thirtic yeeres labour and paines. Now can any 

man iudge, that eicher Bacon or Albertus made theſe vnder 

any Conſtellation, or that it ſpake by the influence of any 

Starre ? if they doegthey are wretchedly deceived: for it was 

either by a materiall Engine,or the Deuill that ſpake within 

: them,brought into them by their Art, Therefore wee may 

perſwade our ſelues, that all theſe Images,made by the Art 


either of a Fryer or Negromancer;are ynlawfull to be made 
of them,or vied of any other. 
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But if we muſt allow any Statue or Image, they mult be The' Images 
thoſe of Paſqudand HMeorphirinss, on whole brefts were lawful. 
written no Lie- Bills, as the Popes cailed them, but Truec- 

Bills of their villanies. Theſe Statues were of ſtone, and 

the verſes carued on their bre(ts, were bitter and Satyricall, 

ſharply reuiling the Sorcery, Sodomitry, Symony, Inceſt, pj;1 camy, 
Murther, Witchcraft , Poyſoning', and Sacriledge of the Medira Cw. 
Popes and Cardinals, whereupon the Gentlemen of Rome 

wittily ſayd; That it was not lawful for men to fpeake there 
vices,the {tones did proclaym them. But pope Adrian would 

haue caken an order, and haue them Hung into Tyber y if p,. 
Snefſani the Legate of Charles the Emperour who fauored Sweſſanws, 
them, had not preucnted him : who ſayd to his Holinetle, 

that if they were flung into Tyber the Crocodiles and Rats, 

and other monſtrous Serpents would catch them and fing 

them : to which anſwer ſome report, the holy Father ſtood 

as mute asoneof his Cardipals Mules; tbut ſome report that 

he began to be angry at Sweſſaww anſwer, and inarage ſud- 

denly ſayde,thathe would have them burnt, to whom the 

Legate wittily replyed againe, ſaying: If youburne- theſe 

Images their aſhes will not be blowne through the cicie, buc 

into other countreys, ſo that the people will take occafion 

to celebrate and reuerencethoſe Aſhes for the writing ſake, 

and ſoit will come to paſle;that they being diſperſed throgh 

the world, the ſinnes of Rowe will generally be knowneto 

all nations. At this ſecond cofrer, bb Holineſſe wac more 
perplexed then before, and ſeeing he could doe no good, 

cither by drowning or burning, heebidthem (tand in the 

Dcuills name. But I haue made too long a digreſſten,ther- 

fore 1 will returne againe ctoour Negromangers, and now 
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Thave ſpoken of their Images , 1will briefly and plainely 
ly open the viperous generation of Negromancy , which 


are [dolatry, Divination, and vaine obſcruafion, with all 
the hellifh brood that proceeds from them. | 
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aremade,citherby the Ceruer,or Goldſmiths hand, as they 
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The damnable ofspring of Negromancy, 


T Dolatry is a Divine Worſhip uattributted to Idols, whith 
[dolls are Statues or Images which the Gentiles wore 
ſhipped with Diuine Honour , belecuing there was ſome 
divinitie in them, by reaſon of their anſwers and wonder- 
fal! effeAts the Deuill wrought in them, Such were the I- 
mages of Hermes Treſmegiftus, otherwile called CMercurie, 
in which they did belecuc ," that by a kinde of Art the 
foules of Deuills and Angels were encluded, ynder a cer 
taine Conſtellation, which Diuinitic and Naturall Phylo- 
ſophy doth reprehend : for they hold thata Spirit cannot 
pollibly bee vegitable, or can ſubftantiallyinformeartifici- 
all bodyes': For the Soule , as Ariferle ſaith, is an Actof a 
naturall body , not artificial : for a man, cannot by any 
matter, as Herbs, Wood, Stone, Words,or Conſtcllation,, 
expell a good or bad Spirit,or being cald, that ic can come 
preſently and dwell in an Idoll, becauſe corpoxall things 
cannot by any naturall order haue any operatton-in incore 
porall things. Therchaue beene ſome ofthe Gentiles that 
have not onely attributed Diuine honour to Statues and 
Images, but belecued them to be Gods, for ſume vyertue or 
magnitude of their -Adts theſe Statues repreſented z. as to 
Tupiter, Herenles, Vin ; and thereſt ,' and other monſlers 
of this kinde. Alfothey did not onely honour corporall, 
but incorporall things, as Intelligences, Angels, and the 
Soules of heavenly Bodyes, which they call Aerie Anima: 
kia, and they-did not fepirate'the ſbiles of men from Di. 


” . 
- - 


vine honour; Which is molt divellifh; This kinde of Idolz- 
trie at theſe dayes'"is vied among out Antagoniſts the Pa- 
pilts,for they pray to Iron, Wood, Gold, Siluer,and wood- 
den Images,thathaue neither light, feeling, ſence, life, ar 0- 
peration in them,and haue as ſmall influence in them after 
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had when they firſt were in a malſte lJumpe , either in the 
Tree or we —_ 
 Theſecond daughter of ſuperſtition is Divination, by x;...... . 
which our Aſtrologers miſerabl labour toknow of h__ a pyrowre 
things,cither good or bad.' Theſs are they Ifdorm, faith, re. of Negromin- 
port themſclues to be full of divination , who by craft and ie. | 
deuice foretcll of things to come, by the effefts which pro. ; a -_ "_s 
ceed ypon neceſlitic from cauſes, vnlelle they are eſpecially OS 
hindered of God , certainly proceeding from the cauſe of 
nature : astheeclipſc ofthe Sunne and the Moone, and the 
effes which proceed from theſe cauſes may bee foretold of 
by as probable conieAure , as well as a Mariner may fore- 
tell of a ſtorme that will ariſe by a darke cloude, thats ci- 
ther before or bchinde him. Haue not many olde women 
told by the vhhappy conditions of a boy that he would be 
hangd,and hath it not falne out right? Haue not many graue 
Matrons foretold, that young wanton Laſfles vo proue 
Wagtails, & hath it not come to patſc? Haue not manymen 
by the damnable tricks they haue ſeenein Catchpoles,fore- 
told that they would proue knaues , and hath ir net beene 
true ? yet theſe are but meere conieAures, Againe, Altro- 
logers boat they can diuine, which is moſtfalſe : for the 
Prophets themſclues foretelling future things by Reucla- 
tion of God,did not divine but Propheſicz for Diuination 
is alwayestaken in the worſt part,becauſein ittke operation 
of the Deuill doth alwayes come. For Bonawentare fayth: tomwncur, ts, 
to asgke counſell of the Devill is a greatmiſchicfe. The/pe- 
ez of divination by which they can forctel[ offuturethings 
are many.:Somtimes they do it by plaine inuocation of the 
devill,who with their execrable Exorciſmes,Coniurations, 
CharaQters,andFigures, and divers other ceremonies,and Pr«ficimm, 
to ſpeake more truly, facrificesat diuers times doe call the 
deulllto giue them anſwers , who by diuers manners and 
formcsa to them , who as ſubtilly and deccitfully 


| RY 


peare to tl 
dotkanſ{wer to'thoſe queſtions prepounded to them, as 
ray ippemrebytheſe examples, 


Pope 
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Pa 4 Pater. 


Pope Sylueſter the ſecond, that wich ſmall learnin g had 


Poly4.virg Vb. ittaineJ ro his Pontificalibus, being greedy long to enioy 


eg.de rerumin- 
Hentione, 


Guizcciard, 


#:to > decem. 


Lord of Fli- 


CONTI, 


that Sea,bythisdiwelliſh kinde of Conturation rayſed vppe 
the Deuill, andaskc his counſell how long he ſhould live. 
To whomthe Diuell anſwered, that if hedid take heede of 
Hierulaſem he ſhould hue along time, Pope Siluefter now 
thought himſelfe to belong lived , becauſe hee determined 
neuer to fee Hiernſalem ; Butfourc ycere after he came to 
his Pallace of Sentte Cruces, he lay in a chamber ynknown 
to himfelfe,called Hier»ſalem,then inſtantly being mindful 
ofthe Devils anſwer, he ſayd that hee ſhould, as hce did not 
live long after. 

Alſo Alexandey the ſixth, whom the Devill did helpe to 
his Popedome, promiſing him that he ſhould live Deceweer 
Otto in his Popedome, vpon compolition that he would be 
his after that time was expired, Now theſe numbers were 
ouer generally expounded of Alexander touching his ycers, 
for he ſuppoſed the Deuil meant by Nineand.Tenninetecn 
yeeres , when the Deuill meant but nine yeeres and tenne 
months, which was muchabout the time he came toclaim 
his right of the holy Fathers 

Alſo Alberta Seotus doubting of his Fortunes,rayſed vp: 
the Deuill,and asked him concerningthe ſecuritic of. hime 
{elfe andbhis (tate, to whom the Deuillchus ſubtilly and in- 


 rricately anſwered 3 Domineſtes ſecuri , inimici'tnsſnauiter 


1ytrabunt terram et ſnbijtientur Domus twi z Which as the 
words now lye , bearethis interpretation in;Engliſh, Sir 
you ſhall (tand ſecure, thy enemies ſhall peaceably cater in- 
rothy kingdome, but ſhall be ſubieRt to chy houle, There* 
fore he did hope well of this anſwer, and madenodoubtof. 
the victery;butthe Deuil did not promile-him che victory, 
but the overthrow, and'tticant thus, Dow ne ſrer/arnrm., 10. 
did divide the word Deme into Domue,, againe:,, /newici 
tniſna viter intrabunt terram 0 ſubyciew ory that is, I guem 
Dems tws; fo the Deuill did expoundit.,;.thus.apy.man. 
e;{c would doc the ſyllables, being fo deuided, and. gs - 


peeces 
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ſhall overcome with fire, and ſo was A/bertrsdeluded. 

Alſo the Oracles of Apollo were but meere witchcrafts and 
deluſions ofthe Deuill, giving anſwers fromahollow place 
of the Temple, after the Prielts had ſacrificed to him, who 
did moſt commonly ſpeake nothing but Amphibelegias 
nedeſas et flexiloguareſponſa,deceiving many that cameto it, 
becauſe his anſwer did (till includea double fence : fo that 
if aman did reade over all Chry/pps volumes, concerning 
the Oracle of Apolie,he ſhould not indeone anſwer but did 
include atwofold meaning, of which I thinke itnot imper- 
tinent to remember two or three of them. 


Francis Petrarch maketh mention in his Moralls that Nero |, Petrare. 
asking counſell of Apollo at De/phor, deliring to know how [5.1.Mors, 


long he ſhould live:this anſwer was made him that ifhe did 
take heed of ſeuentie three yeeres , hee ſhould liue a long 
time,” When Nero did heare this anſwer, ſucha ſecuritiedid 
rockehima ſlcepe, that fearing nothing , he did glut him- 
ſelfe in delight , becauſe hee thought hee: ſhould not 
die before the prefixed time of the Oracle , ſo that his 
minde was rauiſhed downe the ſwift torrentwof an infolent 
vanity and vainceinſolency, pampering himſelfe with high 
dyct,mulicke,and delights that pleaſe kis ſences, but beeing 
inthe Meridian of his happineſle, in a minute he was flung 
downeinto the dungeon. of diſgrace,for he heard the popu- 
lar voycecurſethe name of Nevo , and celebrate che name 
of Galba,by whom he was diſceptered , and who at that 
time was jult ſeuentieand three yeeres of age, 


But oneof the prettieſt trickes the Devuill playde by his rr. Maxim, 


| Oracle, Valerins ſaximas makes mention of : for hee re- 
porteth that a Sophiſter to make himſclſe merry , came to 
laugh at the Oracle of 4po/lo in Delphorzand askt him if hee 
ſhould find his horſe he had loſt, To whom the Oracle an- 
ſwered » that he ſhould find hishorſeagaine , but if he did 


| Not take heed, hee would take him ſucha kicke that would 
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a peeces. Thou ſhalenot (land ſecure at home,thy enemies eb 
three times with their forces ſhall enter vpon thy land, and, 
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breake hisnecke. At this anſwer of the Oraclezthe Sophie 

ſter went away laughing, becauſe it promiſed him to finde 

a horſe he neuer loft. Bur as he trauclled into his own coun- 

erey,he fell into the hands of king Arralzs,to whom in for- 

* mer time he had done ſome wrong, and was by him com 

1 Mmandedtobeſet vpon aſtonecalled Equwahorle , from 

> whence he was flung headlong downe and brake his neck, 

fulfilling the Oracle of Apollo, Thus much for the Deuill 

and his Oracles, which alwayes were ſome fuch cunning 
deluſions,whoſe end was commonly miſchicfe. 

Seri, Somtime you do diuince by dreames, and thatis called py 

 S-mia, Naturall Phyloſophy and Divinity doe manifeit 

the cauſe of dreames: dreames ſumetime proceed from the 

fulnes of thebelly,ſomtimes from the emptines ofthe belly, 

Melaacholy. Tomeimes by illufton,fomtimes by reuelation,& ſometimes 

Chollericke, by cogitation and revelation, Alſo the diuers habitudes of 

Phlegmatick: the body doth adminilter diuerscauſes of dreames : ſo that 

Sanguine, melancholy men often dreame of horrible and fearefull 

' ſhapesand formes of deuills. Chollericke men, ofcutting 

throates, of quarrels, of (tratagems , and firing of Cities. 

Phlegmaticke men often dreame that they are in feare of 

drowning , and ſometimes dreame a {ſweeter dreame then 

this, thae they are cating of hony , which is cauſed by the 

Phlegme which is naturally ſ{weete , diltiflmg to the pallate 

_ ob ng ofthe mouth, The Sanguine complexion,from the aboun- 

= hs foen : dance of blood, cauſeth men to dreameof the Incabm, 

quum alice Which Phyfitians hold is the eauſe of a future Apoplexie: 

externa quaiz And thatis the reaſon that many ignorant people that are 

pr queſcen's? of fanguine complexion,and fecd on fleſh, egges,veale,and 

als —-<xY wp drink wine and ſuch like, which cauſeth blood, that beleeue 

pondove preſſos that in their fleepes they often feele the Nighe-mare , or an 

greudre.Naſei> Incubus , which is nothing clfe-but a diſcaſe ariling of 'va- 

tr hoe morbs pors,difturbing thoſe that are at repeſc in the night, whoſe 

EET E o externall force doth ſeeme to euade their fences, and to 

7 > crudi. prelle their bodyes with their ponderous weightgand this is 

rare in caput ye- the reaſon that Phiſitians hold that the /nc#bws is a ſign of # 


«unicurirnm. future Fpiplexie,becaulſe the Apoplexicisaltu pefaRion ofthe 
Nerucs 
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Nerues in the whole body , with a privation of the fence WY 
and motion. "EXC 
Againe,ſome hold that the cauſe of dreames ariſeth from 4pplexia, fu- ©) 
the bulincile andaffaires a man is moſt imployed inthe day pf nerme- Lt 
time,ſorhat che impreſſion of them (lickingin the Table of (97 one” 2 
the Fantaſie,makes a man dream ofchole things in che night —_— fon 5 | (5 b) 
which he hath donein the day ,as for example. Men giuen & mers, « "ol 


to drinke mwch, often dreame that they arein the bottome yer#o Grave, 
of ſome noble mans ſeller drinking of healths, And men Em ta 
according to their cemployments dreame of their bulinetle | © 635.5 ſig | 
ouernight. Your Lawyer hedreames of Angels,a moſt ble{- reddo, 
ſed dreame, and if he chance to talke in hisſleepe, it is moſt 
commonly of Demurs,Habcas Corputles,Siffiraras,Writs, 
Latitats,and Procidendos. The Phiſitian he dreames of a 
great Plague,and if he talks,it is ofnothing but Purgations, 
Vomics, Gliſters,and Pills.I knew a Player dreamt that his 
braines were beaten out with the Corke of groate Bottle of 
Alc,and ashe was ſpeaking the Prologue it hilt at him, be- 
cauſc he ſpake it ſo ſcuruily. The _—_ and the Catch. 
le moſt commonly dreame of a Michaclmas Terme, for 
that is their beſt time to picke pockets and cheatin; and ſo 
cfall the reſt according to their imployments: therefore this 
| makes mee not of Sywonides opinion , who held that all 
dreames are ſent from God, which all honeſt men will de- 
" NYgbecauſe they know that God is not the author ofany ill: 
Again,dogs and kine dream,eſpecially when they haue loſt 
their whelpsor calues,who ſuddenly will wake outſof their 
{lceps,& run howling & lowing into divers places to finde 
them. Nor muſt we belceuethele Negromancers in their di- 
uellifh worke of workingin our Fantafics by dreames, that 
they can doe any thing that istrue, as when they cauſe ys 
dream of gold, or filuer,& we chance te find it inftantly,to 
afftirme with many old women that all dreames are true, for 
this is but a tricke of the deuill to bring vs into ſuperſti- 
tion; Which tricke is not much vslike that he hath put vp- 


on the Papiſts, making them beleeue that at the ſight ofthe 
K 2 Crotle 
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68 
Crolle he cannot be in quiet, but muſt flie away from it, 
but cliere is no true Chriltian will thinke that the Deuill is 
zf-ayd ofa peece of wood, gold, or (iluer , but flyes from 

The Deuills "ff Crolle of purpole to draw them into the ſuperſtition 
Sl Aying Of adoring the crolle, and kneeling to it inſtead ofadoring 
from thecrofc him that once hung on the Crolle , for although it bee a 
Zh Crolle, yet it hath no more vertueand influence in it then 
> | w - when it wasa peece of wood, (toneor [iluer, 
: MEL! Thus then you ce we mult rult to nodreams,except they 
cone by the inſpiration of God and the Holy Ghoſt : of 
which God ſpake in the 12. of Nambers. I will ſpeake to hing 
in a dreameythis was now by a good Angell, thar God war- 
ned Jefeph to flye into £gypr, 

And oftentimes God ſutfereth the Euill Angel to.delude 
the minds ofmen,ſothat many times they haue beene bane 
quetting with gallant LMlies, and by the phantaſticall illu- 
{1on of the Devill, thinke thatthey haue beenein the com- 
pany of divers women that rid on the backs of Cats, Dogs, 
Hogs,or that they haue beene ſayling on the maine Sea in 
ſhips no bigger then egge ſhells,& that in the peace of mid- 
night they haue trauelled through many parts of the world. 
Holy ob prayeth againſt ſuch illuſions,faying: Thou doeſt 
terryfie me by dreames, and dolt ſhake me with horror by 
vilions." 

8. Porzimcns  Thereare many Monks as the Golden Legend teſtifies, 
> bs that report this of their holy $. Dowmicus, that his mother 
before he was borne dreamt that ſhe bare ahuge dog in her 
wombe,holding a burning firebrand in his mouch, who en- 

teringinto the world ſet it on fire, This dreame the holy 

- Monkesdid thus expound:that the viſion was not vaineſce- 

ing Preachers in the Seriptures are called Dogs. But TI will 

giue then a truer expoſition then this, not ſparingtheir Ho- 

ly Order. It was certaine that this Dominicke was the author 

of one of the foure Mendicant Orders, and the firſt that 


found out the burning and firing of the Profellors ofthe 
Goſpell, 
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Therefore his Imitators haue peculiarly challenged to 
themſelues the Inquiſition,and many other ſuch places,to 
excrciſe their Fire and Sword, And ſo by this was i;2nified 
the burning Fire-brand Dewinicas held in his mouth ; by 
which an infinite company of godly men were conſumed 
into aſhes, 

Thus by this Dreame did the Deuill delude Dominicus 
Mother, and many more that did belecue the interpretati- 
on of it by the Monks, But in generall, Dreames are noc 
to be belceued : for they are molt wicked and odious in 
the light of God, that thinke ſo z as may appeare in the 
19, of Leniticur, Deutronomie the 23, Ibidem 18, Eccleſia. 
fticns 24. and many other places of the Scripture, Thus 
much for your Diuination by Dreames. 

Sometimes they doe diuine by a Spiritzand that is called 7y:haz, 
Pythoniſſa. 

Sometimes they anſwer to that they are called for, by 
divers Figures Men or Women ſet in poliſht Stone, Iron, 
Bralle, Stecle,Glalle,or the Nayles of ones hand; and this 
is called by the generall Name of Geomancie : And molt Gromaxcie. 
commonly to ſuch as theſe, they chuſe out Women and 
Children, And I my fclfe taue knowne many old Wo. 
men old Dogge at this kind of Diuination ; who hold, 
that if the Nayles of the Hand grow yellow, it is a great 
ligne of ill Iacke, and that ſpecks are the true lignes of fu- 
ture ill lucke, 

If theſe apparitions appeare in the Water,then it is cal. | 
led Hydromancie, Theſe I haue heard are very incident Hydrowarcie, 
to Catch-poles, Bum-baylies, and the like , when they 
are duckt yvnder Water at a high Tyde at one of the 


Temples. 

If theſe apparitions are in the Ayre, then it is called He Heroviancie, 
rOmancie, 

If in the Fire, Pyromancie. Pyromaxcie, 


If by the bowels of Beaſts, offered vp on Altars tothe 
Deuill, it is called Arnſþicium. Aruſpicium, 
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But if by Incantations the Deuill ſeemes to'riſe and an- 
{wer to Queſtions propounded ro them, then it is called 
Megromentie, Negromancie. In this wor(t Superſtition, Bloud is alſo v- 
ſed : and the Reaſon Jjdorws giues, is this, becauſe he deft» 
rcth Diuine Worſhip; tor in che. Old Law,Bloud was offe« 
red vp to God, 
It by the chattering of Birds, or by the voyce of any 0+ 
cher Creatures, they fore-tell of things tocome, it is called 
Atighne, Anguric, This kind of Divination 1s moſt blaſphemous, 
odious, and againſt the honour of God, For they fayne, 
chat with a Diuine inſtinR, Birds, and Fowles, with their 
Motions, Chatterings, Croakings, Winding, or fore-right 
H\ying,portend eyther good or bad lucke ; which the Ethe 
Homer.Ihed.2. nicks themſclues did laugh at, and contemne, For HeHor 
Poly41mantus. in Homer ſharpely reproucd Polydamantus,who delayed his 
fight, expeRingan Augurie: to whom Hetor ſaid , Un 
eſſe Augwrium optimum , Patriam fortiter defendere 5 There 
is one Auguric Which is the belt, ſtoutly to defend thy 
Countrey. 
Alfo this kind of Diuination was very frequent amon 
the /ewes,and was laught at and crolt by that learned an 
Meſolonss, couragious Iew, Mofſolamm : who being in the Warres, 
—_ -41i17- was told by an Aſtrologer, that hee ſhould march no far- 
4h ther, vntiil he had received an Aupurie froin the next Bird 
hee ſhould ſee come flying ouer his Army, But the /ew 
{corn'd the helpe of the Bird, and laught at the skill of the 
Southſayer, inltantly taking his Bow in his hand, and as 
the Bird came croaking ouer the Army,ſlew it, then ſpake 
theſe words: .Doclt thouthinke,thou ſuperſtitious South- 
fayer , that this Bird, ignorant of her. owne fafctic, could 
tell of the eucnt of our Warres @ if ic could have fore-told 
of things to come, it would neuer haue come nigh this 
place, to be laine of Atofſolamnr the /ew, 
1-1 If they fore-tell of things to come, by the moouing 
Aufprrimw, of divers Members of Beals z .then it is called Appie 
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 Alſo,when a man ſpeakes any thing to another without 
any intention, and as it were in icaſt; as to ſay, hee will be 
hang'd, drown'd, kill'd, or the like ; if this come to pai, 
then they call it, Omen. 


If chey fore-tell of chings that ſhall happen by ſignes that 
they ſee in the Lines of a mans hand; then it is called Chy- thyromaxcie, 


romancie, This Art many old Womea are lcarnedly expe- 
rienced in, and will tell any Man or Woman, for mcar, 
drinke, or money, what ſhall befall them. 

If they forc-tell of any thing that ſhall happen by the 
ſignes they ſee in the ſhoulder-blades of Bealts ; then it is 


called Spatalmancia. 
There is alſo another kind of Diuination , which is by Sortilegiums 


Lots: which Lots are made, by drawing out points of an 
vncertaine number, with their faces turned towards the 
Moone,with other obſcruations to as little purpoſe as this. 
The Durchwen arc very skilfull at this, and haue couſened 
the Engiifh of infinite Matles of Money, by their ſelling of 
Papers: ſo that there was not one among forty, though he 
came ncuer ſo merry to the Lotteric, but he ſhould be fure 
to goe away Blanke. 
Thus Sir haue I layed forth the Brood of Divination : 

Now I will come to the Obſeruations. It is a diſputab!e 

ueſtion, whether by words or deeds the Deuill will be 
compelled by Negromancers, or whether being called by 
them, they come, , Sima? of ſome league that is betweene 
them © .If Deuils appeare,forced by Negromantick Witch- 
crafts, why do not Negromancers make them come againſt 
their wills 2 which ſure they cannot: which is a (ligne, that 
there is a league and couenant concluded between the De- 
uill and Coniurers cyther manifeſt or occult, whyelſe doe 
Negromancers dedicatetheir Bookes tothe chiefe Deuills, 
whoſe name they often vie, but only tomake a couenant 
with the Deuill, that when they call them by thoſe Names. 
Charmes, CharaQters, Exorciſmes, and the like, they may 
appeare themſelucs, or ſend ſome of their inferior Deuills as 


ſoone as they heare them,  Fheke - 
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Di2teſsion. 


Roaring Boy, 
P 
2:lamandcr. 


; Pick.pocket, 
4 


.Camelion, 


Theſe then are approued lignes and markes of a Couc- 
nant : And that the Spirits may ſhew themſelues to haue 
a greater power , ſometimes they ſeeme very vawilling to 
come,eyther becauſe they would make the Inchenter more 
zealous, orthat he may delude {imple people: for hee is a 
L yar,and the Father of Lyes. 

And now I hope it will not be impertinent to confute 
the Opinion of many, who will not belecuc, that there 
are any Deuils bur thoſe that are in Hell : but I am perſwas 
ded, that in cuery corner there is a Spirit z and belides 
that, amoneg(t vs there are Fierie, Ayrie, Eartiue, and Watric 
Spirits, 

"The Ficric Deuill, is your Roaring Boy,rhat like a Sa- 
lmander liues molt commonly by Fire 3 Smoake is the 
chicfelt nowiſhment hee hath: hee is a ſwearing Raſcall, 
that with the hot Oathes he ſpues out. from the Canon of 
his mouth, is able to burnezit not his owne, yet their lippes 
that ſtand by chem, This Spitit is moſt commonly reſi= 
dent in Tobacco Shops , Hot-Water Shops , Taucrnes, 


| Brothels, and ſuch Places: and the onely Negromancer 


to coniure downe this Deuill, is (it he begins to. roare or 
ſpic fire) ſome cuerlaſting Conltable,or new-clefted Bea 
dle. that dclires to be knowne a Man in his Ofhce, or ra- 
ther ſome Iultice of Peace 3 who can ſeldomie or never 
make him quiet, while they haue charm'd them into the 
{mall Circumference of a Compter, 

The ſecond, is your fine Mercarian finger'd Cutpurſe, 
that like a Camelion liues on the Ayre of his Invention, 
or indeede like the Ayre fills every place, This Spiric 
haunts Play-houſes , Cock-pits, Tiltings, Prizes, Weſt 
miner in the Terme-time, and ſuch fertile places, from 
whence they gleane a fruitfull Crop,to maintaine them- 
ſelues. The onely Coniurer to lay this Spirit (if he be too 
turbulent) is Porredge, or Pulman, who neuer leaue char 
ming them , while they haue :layd them vnder the Gal- 
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| Thethird is your Watrie $ pirit , who liues by the {alc Fen, 


Water like a Herring and this is your Pyrat, that lives on ,, * 
the ſpoyle of all * 5 Jura This $ virke is relident about ** Ee 
Barbarie, the Straits mouth, ſometimes about the French or 
[ris Coaſts: The only Charme that muſt bind this Deuill, 
is a Letter of Mart, which moſt commonly brings them 38 
farre as S. Thomas of Waterings, or Wapping, and at the lalt 
Caſt leaues them, FI. 

The fourth and laſt Deuill is your earthy Deuilhand he Viurer, 
i3 an Vſurer, that like a Mole feedes on the bowels of the oþ 4 
Earth, as Silver and Gold, This Spirit is moſt frequent in © 
Scriveners ſhops,putting out money to vie,or at the Paper- 
Houſes of both the Compters,entring Aftions : and there 
is nothing can lay this Spirit ſo wellif he begins to be out- 
ragious, as a Prizy Seale to borrow money of him,cr,a Sub- 
pena out of the Exchequer,for extortion, 

Befides theſe Devils, there are infinite many more in the Erraxt 9:5 Di6- 

Citie : as you ſhall ſeldome goe into Twrne-bole-ftreet, but _ now efſents- 
there you ſhall ſecathree-chin'd Bawd or Whore littingin © jt F Runes /e u« 
an Evening,inticing young men to finne, and isnot this a*, g:2,, offe ſun 
deuilliſh tricke ? You ſhall ſeldome goe into Cheape-ſide, punt, Onomode 
Lombard-fireet, the Strand, or Fleet-flreet, but you ſhall ſec wm; Aueritia, 
ſome Spirits,in the likeneſle of Marchants,Goldſmiths,and oo = _ 
Silke-mens Wiues, wearing moſt prodigious Hornes on = 2 : 5 nv F 
their heads like a halfe Moone, theembleme of Changeand g,,fr, Marth, 
Mucabilitic: you cannot walke into Hoxnd{-ditch, Charter- cap. 8, 
houſe Lane,or Long Lane/but you ſhall ſee Spirits ſtanding 
at moſt of-thoſe dores, in the likenetle of griping Brokers, 
But of all Spirits that are familiar in the Gitie, thoſe that 
Itand before both the Compters,are the hortibleſt & feare- 
fulleſt tomen in debt, who appeare in the ſhapes of Ser» 
geants, 4/45 Varlets, 

Many other vifible Spirits there are in the World, which 
for breuitie fake 1 will omit, becauſe I meane to proceed a 
little farther, and ſhew, why vnd@a certaine Conſtellation 


at certainc times and in certaine terrible places, Apparitions 
appearc 
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The Flgure-Caſter. 

appeare rather to Woinen & Children, rather then to Men, 
Such matters as Coniurers v{c,do not compelil Deuills, but 
rather are (ignes of a league compacted betweene them x 
For as S. Auguſte ſayth, the Deuills take their habitations 
in bodyes that God,not themſclues,created;andare delighs- 
redin ſcuerall bodyes for varictic ſake,not as creatures with 
Aliment, but as Spirits with fignes, which (ignes are delea- 
ble in varictie ; as fometimes by Stones, Hearbes, Wood, li. 
uing Creatures, Verſes, & Rites;and men are ofcen delighted 
wich theſe things. Which the Devil perceigingyſeduce them 
citherby ſubtill or craftie meanes,, or by apparances, in faw- 
ning and friend-ſeeming ſhewes, or beautifull and amiable 
ſhapes,as they haue appeared ro ſome men in the formes of 
Lamiz,which arc but meere Phantaſma's of faire women aps 
pearing in-that beautious ſhape, fayning themſclues to bein 
loue with young men,who haue beene ſooften conuerſant 
wich themythat at che laſt chey haue brought them to deftru- 
tion. But I thinke there are few Lamie in theſe dayes ap- 
peare, except they be ſubſtanciall ones, which are Whores, 
who wcll may be compared to theſe Midnight Delulions ; 
for they will profelle loue, and never leaue a man, while 


they haue brought him to ſome Hoſpitall. . 


T he lobtletie 


ot the Dcuill. 


Neicher could the Deuil do theſe things,but that he pryeth 
into the heart of man,and then feeds them with that which 
molt delights them. 7homas of Aquin teacheth,that by theſc 


*  corporall things they can the more eabily bring toctfeRthat 


Paantaſtical 


illukons of the 


Dewll, 


to which they are called, and they deſire this, that their Art 
might be held more admirable : And for this caufe, being 
called vnder any Conſtellation,they rather will appeare. 
But why to Virgins,Children, and ſuch weake Creatures 
doe ſuch appearances ſhewthemſclues morethen to others, 
but that they may bring them into an opinion of their Diui- - 
nitic, and that przftigious Witchcrafts and Delufions may 
ſoonelt tempt them that haue the weakeft faith ? And to 
make them afraid, they appeare in the night as it were- in 
bollow Caucs and Cauerncs of the — MARTI 
Olls .:; 
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ſolitarie Chambers, whereby the feare of theſe melancholy 
places, and the vaſcaſonable time of the appearance of the 
Deuill, may the more terrihe them, Thus the policie of the 
Devill (till works on the weakelt and (illieft kind of people. | 
Anecine ſhewes how the ſences may bedeluded, The ge- Aer 6. ar 
nerall means is this: Spirits worke nothing extra norgwith. X*"*: 
out vs; for it is cafic for Spirits to make many bodies of the 
Aire,which earthy bodies may wonder at, For Eraſmmu re. bs Eprevree. 
ports a. pretty piece of Magick performed by a Rowan Prieſt 
(who had it not out of any placeof the Scripture I am ſure) 
that inuiced a companyof Ladies toa Banquet, bidding them 
bring good (tomackes with them, The Ladies came, were yy,,urall Ma: 
welcommed by him , entertained with delicate Muſicke, gicke, | 
and ſeated at the Table according to their births, There 
were ſuch varictie of rare and ſtrange Diſhes , that they 
thought that others,not their owne Nation,did furniſh their 
Table: they cat well,drunke well,& were merry;and which 
is better then a piece of Cheeſe, Pippins, or Carrowayes, to 
cloſe vpthe mouth of the (komeckafter ſupper,they were all 
welcome. When this Feaſt, rather this Falt was ended, and 
(which is not very viuall with Courtiers) Grace being ſaid, 
they rendred the Prieſt heartie thanks for their Banquet,and 
went home. But they had not bin there at the molt halfe an 
houre,but their {komacks began to call ypon them for meat, 
for they were all as hungry as if they had cat nothing at the 
Banquet:therfore did much wonder at themſclues,that they 
ſhould haue ſuch a great defire to meat, ſeeing they did but 
newly cometrs ſuch aroyall entertainment. But this quaint 
deluſion the Prieſt afterward reuealed to them:for although 
he inuited them to a Feaſt, yetthey had neuer a bit of meet 
for his Art did delude both the Eyetlhat thought ic ſaw ſuch 
things,and the Pallat,that ſeemed to taſte thoſe delicates. 
I my ſelfe haue ſcene a fellow, that would make peopleT have feene 
belicue,that they ſaw Orange trees ſpring out of his forhead, this done in 


. Re og ak bridgeyby a 
hauing Birds fit and fing on the boughes, whichin an in- xr 


ſtant would vaniſh away apaine , This fellow was At [lame legoe, 


Cambriage drinking at the Dolphin, and made a Drawer 
L 2 that 
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that fill'd him bad Wine, belceuc, that he would geld him 
if he would not bring him of the belt Claret in the Cellar; 
which the Drawer laught at, and the more to crofle him, 
fetcht of the worſt he could finde. This Juggler ſwore he 
would be eucn with him before long: but the Drawer went 
away laughing, bidding him do his worſt. But the Conceit 
came at.the lalt, like a left in the lalt Line of an Epigram : 
for when the Drawer lealt thought of it, as hee was running 
downe ſtayres to fetch Wine, hee felt ſomething trickle 
downe his thighs,at the firſt thinking it had bin ſome Wine 
he had ſpilc on his brecches, but putting his hands into his 
Hoſe,hee pull'd them out bloudy againe; ſo that hee came 
running vpitayres,and with a wide mouth came roaring in- 
to the Roome where we were drinking, crying, the lame 
man had gelt him, and that he was vtterly vndone, At the 
firlt this Yox exclamants did beget ſucha laughter in vs, that 
we were not able to ſpeake to him: but yetat the laſt, by gi- 
uing the fellow good words,and good Wine,he made hin 
a perfe& man againe. Thiswas but deceiving of the ſences, 
and ſo not done, or if done,the worke of the Deuill, 

Rhodeginus makes mention of one Syrenexs,that would run 
his Horſe a ftrawes bredch a mile cogether, and make him 
amble,curuct, trot, pace,and gallop within the compatle of 
a Buſhell, 

Marin Berrhans reports, that he ſaw a Dancer carry two 
men on his ſhoalders, two on his armes, and one vpon his 
neck,yet would dance and vaut with ſuch agilitic, that a Ba» 
boone with his drinking glatſe could not tumble nimbler. 

Reodeginns and Eraſmus makes mention of an [naax,that 
by a tricke he had learnt of a Witch, would ſhoot through 
the narrow circumference of a {mall Hoope-ring, (landing 
a furlong off, 

Juli Paſcarius reports,that a Dice-player(who comman- 
ded,that afrer he was dead,his skin ſhould be made a Carpet 
for Gamelters to play on, his bones Dice to play with, and 
Treflels for {tooles to fit on) by a Magicall trigke he had, 
woutid cheat the molt cheating{t Gamelter, _ There« 
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Therefore,if theſe that are but Marevtechuis, vaine imi - 
cations of Art, ſceme ſo wonderfull co people beholding 
them on Stages & Theaters: how lefle miraculous is it,if the 
deuill by Elements can make (tranger apparances,or by ſc. 
cret inſpications delude the fence , by framing the Phan« 
taſmes of Images, by which he will deceive men running, 
[leepingyor walking? : 

Why may not theſe Spirits be turnd into as many ſhapes 
as Diomede:s companions were, that were in the Iland cal- pj,y-4/nmrs, 
led Diomede, not farrefrom the mountaine Garg4nmus,that is 
in Apulea? Why not as well as /iſſes companions , that 
were turned into beaſts, and whom Cerces thefamous Sor- 
ccretſe inchanted? Why not as well as the Arcadienrythat ,, 
wereturnd into Wolues? Why may notthere beatranſinu- 1, £49, 0: 
tation in theſe incorporeall ſpirits,as in theſe terreſtrial bo- Phantaſmes. 
dyes? And why may not there be as [trange Iſeramorpbeſis 
in theſe dayes,as there wasin the dayes of Oxid and YVarro? 
nay I will (taud to it, that in theſe dayes there are as maruel = 
lous changes and more true , for I haue knowne a Gallant 
that at the age of fiucteene , hach beene a pregnant wittic 
youth, but before twenty he hath beene turned into a righc 
Aſmege. There haue beene many Citizens that haue beene 
very hanſomeperſonable men in the morning, who before * 
the Exchahgehath bin done,hath bin turnd into monltrovs 
bealts, There are many tradeſme that at their firlt ſetting vp 
haue beene very honelt men , but after the third or fourth 
breaking, haue beene turnd into molt fearefull -Sergeants. 
I haue knowne many that haue beene accounted wile fel- 
lowes in the Vniuerſicie,that haue no ſooner peept intothe 
Temples,or one of the Innes of Court, but haue bin tran{\. 
formd into monſtrous Alles. Then ſecing thereis ſuch a 
tranſmutation in earthly bodyes, why ſhould wee thinke it 
fo ſtrange and rare in incorpor?all ſpiritseYet theſe and the 
lixe are not recited as if they. were true , but to ſhew how 
| the ſences may bee deluded: And the like may appeare by 

. thoſe women that oftentimes are perſwaded that they are 


| riding on the dackes of bealts, L 3 Yet 
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Yet for all this, I will not grant there is any vertve in the 
words or charmes of a Negromancer to ray ſe vppe theſe 
formes. Alſo there is no vertucin thoſe ceremonial! Exor= 
ciſmes, with which Prieſts exorciſe Wine, Salt, Water,and 
the like, which I will manifeltly ſhew you. 

Three bud Firſt, in reſpeRof the Matter, for the Matter is but Ayre, 
bones for A= gx Water,or Inkezwhich can have noveriue in themyfor by 
Frologerst9 thatreafon , every ſubſtance of the like kinde ſhould haue 
pnaw on, 
the ſame vertue. 
' Secondly,in reſpeR of the Accidental Form,whichis no- 
thingelſe but a Configuration of divers Characters, either 
in writing or ſpeaking, for Phyloſophy teacheth that Accie 
dentall Formes haue no Aftion of themſclues. 
T hirdly,in reſpeR ofthe thing ſignifed,as the word fire to 
burne this Paper,or the word Death to kill this Man, or the 
wordGod to ſaue this Soule,or to raiſe ypany dead body; 
which cannot be:for the name of God cannot do it. But 


- Note, Cod mult beinuocated by true Faith, whereby hc is often 


pleaſed to grant cur requeſts. But Copivrers and Aftrolo. 
gers vic the name of Godin another kinde,and other Ce= 
remonies,which rather driue away divine Grace and. Vere 
tue then procure it,and ſo much the more they fin, by how 
much the more they take the name of Godin vaine,and to 
the worſhip ofthe Deuill. Therefore to conclude this Trea- 
tiſe of Diuination,] will prove both by the Divine, Impea 
riall, and Canon Law,that it is not lawfullto be vicd, 
Divine Law- - The Divine Law ſayth: T how. ſhalt not (wffer ſuch Male- 
Excd.2%. #fatterstoline, A man ora woman in whom the Spirit of 


_—_—— Divination is found , letthem dycthe death: Letthem bee 


Rened todeath , and let their bloods beevpon their owne 

heads, Alſo the Holy Ghoſtin another place ſayth:Let that 

Imoeriall Law Sovle that is inclined to Southſayers be {laine in the midlt 

Caxonextrade Of the people. The Imperiall Law commands, that they 

fortilegis per ſhould bebeheaded, or beput to any kinde of puniſhment 
_ .. CheJudgeſhall thinke molt convenient and fitting. 

aries 8. Thethird daughter of Superllition is vaine Obſeruation, 
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which teacheth to know future things either good or bad, 
as totell whethera man condemned to be hangd, ſhall dye 
that death or no z whichis but a meere roguery and chea- 
ting.For this notorious Art, is nothing but a vayn ſuperſti- Ars wrona, 
tion,nay indeed a molt notorious peece of Roguery, wors- 

king by Figures , CharaQters, and vaknowne names: alſo 
contzyning _ ſpeeches, concluding in them ſtrange 

and vaknowae (ignifications , whicha man mult learne 
andrepeate, alwayes obſcruing acontinencie in his Diet, 

and ſometimesto puniſh and macerate himſelfe , would not 

do amitle, ifhe meane to attaine to the perfeRt knowledge 

of this ſcience , which Thomas Aquinas doth vtterly deny: L#eſt.96, Arte 
For, hee ſaith, hee that dothvſe this; can attaine to no ſuch ?+ 

kindeof knowledge , and that the Deuill inuocated by it, 
cannotinfuſe any knowledge, or illuminate the intelle, 

although hee is able to deliuer the rudiments of ſome 

kinJeof Art: for the Deuill doth onely worke to infatuate 

and befoole them that exerciſeor (tudy ic, Nor is it auaile« 

able for any DoRtor in this Art, ro produce the Examples 

of Daniel and his fellowes, who abſtayning from meate 

and drinkezcame to ſuch a perfe knowledge:for they did. 

not abſtaine from thoſe meates by the vaine obſeruacion of 

this notorious Art,but lealt they ſhould be defited wich the 

meare of the Gentiles, which wasforbidden them by Gad: 

therefore- not without deſert they were indued with 
knowledge aboue the reft, And Solomon begging 'know- 

ledge of Godto gouerne his pzople, did obtaine ir ofthe 

Holy Ghoft. Othervaine obſeruations of this Art,Diuine ,,, 1; . 4+ 


Auguſtine hath learnedly confuted, Dofdrine Chria 
ſtiana, | 
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Husyou ſee I haue confuted al the ſuperſtitions of your 
. Art by Artz beating downe the opinions of many 
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that obſcrue times to travel, marchandiſe,build,andithe Ke, 
haue diſplaid in che livelyeſt colours I can your knavery,in 
ſeducing and blinding che ignorant and belecuing-people, 
ſet forth your knauery in caſting figures;calculating deaths, 
and Natiuitics,telling of Fortunes, railing of Spirirs, by In- 
cantations, Carminations, Annuall Obſcruations, making 
Aftrologicall Images,cxprelt the diuclliſhnefle of your Di- 


uination, Idolatiic, and vaine-Obſeruation. , Therefore if 


you can ſpeakeany thing in the defence of your Art, or 
more then I haue ſpokenin the offenceot it, beginne, and 
] will hearken to you with a more diligent 2ttention then 
I thinke yau have dene me, \ With that he began to rouſe 
himſelfe vp,and as I thought would have madchis Apolo= 
gicall diſcourſe, but that he was interrupted by a loud noiſe 
cf Othcers that ſtood beating againſt the dore , mingled 
with the high voyce of a man , thardid nothing: bue call 
Rogue, Raſcal); Cheater, Impoſtor,which words I perceiued 

by the Figure-Caſters countenance did nor wellpleaſe him, 
butatlaſt(forced by theirclamors , much againſt his will) 
he opened the doore and let them in, who inſtantly attach- 
ed him, by vertuc ofa warrant, for couſninga poore Gra- 
- her of fiuereene pound, holding him in hand , that hee 
. would finde out nine Oxen hee had loft at feuerall times 
; inthe Countrey, But coconclude,they firlt hurryed him to 
- the next Juftice,whowvpon the complaint of the pooreman 
was committed to Newgate, but how he ſpedde, or what 

mul& or puniſhment he ſuffered;either in purſe or per» 

ſon, I leaue it to thoſe that will beftew the coſt 
tolooke oucrthe Records of 
Newgate. 
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